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through the mall and bumping into various strangers has become an all 
too familiar phenomenon when everyone has their noses buried in their 
iPhones, a frightening phenomenon for a culture completely infatuated 
with the apocalypse.
 Kim Paffenroth (an expert on the insight of the expertise of 
George Romero and a source in Moreland’s paper) argues in her article 
“Zombies as Internal Fear or Threat” that “Romero’s most potent con-
tribution to the zombie mythos is to portray both living and undead as 
inveterate, unstoppable consumers” (20). Paffenroth believes that con-
sumerism is one of the main flaws in humans and zombies, best illus-
trated at the end of Dawn of the Dead where the zombies are shown as 
“shoppers” in the mall. She also thinks that it is important to note that 
the mall was a designated “survivor stronghold” whose incredibly well 
designed defenses were not destroyed by zombies, but rather by greedy 
humans who broke in simply to loot the mall. The consumer greed is 
an important feature, but the reason that the humans went to the mall 
in the first place is what should be carefully examined from this sec-
tion of the film. The television broadcasts in the film are consciously 
relaying false information and telling survivors to go to certain points 
which have been already decimated by the zombie infestation. The 
humans’ reliance on news from sources that are shown on television or 
the internet is an incredibly crippling force that has left many people in 
the nation short-sighted of the complete truth. People put entirely too 
much faith in something that is published or relayed electronically, and 
this film exemplifies that by showing that those who are reliant on the 
television will meet their unsightly end.
 The previously outlined articles by Ahmad, Moreland, and 
Paffenroth show how zombies are related to ideas like race, evolution, 
and consumerism. These articles examine mainly classic George A. 
Romero films, which is reasonable since his films constitute much of 
the zombie cannon. However, this scholarship predates the most recent 
zombie movies, which can be important when discussing recent societal 
issues. One area that has been relatively untouched by many zombie 
scholars is the concept of increasing political disinterest and disengage-
ment in a country built upon citizen participation. Since this problem 
has really come to fruition in the last 20 years, it is nearly impossible to 
find it referenced in zombie films made prior to the 1990s. This article 
thus proposes to update the scholarship of Paffenroth and others by 


analyzing the 2009 film Zombieland as the focal point for a meditation 
on the relationship between political disengagement and zombies. 
 Before drawing connections between the film and political 
disengagement, this article will first review some of the data regarding 
civic participation, particularly in elections where political scientist find 
decreasing lengths of sound bites in ads, voting participation, and gen-
eral political knowledge. These statistics have been gathered from as 
early as the 1960s and regularly updated through the early 2000s, prov-
ing that these issues have been brewing for decades. Robert Putnam’s 
seminal argument about the multifaceted nature of American’s growing 
political disengagement will also be reviewed. Finally, Michael Oake-
shott’s and Nancy Love’s observations about political ideology will be 
used to analyze the main characters and their politics. 
 Zombieland was a blockbuster comedy/action film released in 
2009 starring Jesse Eisenberg (Columbus), Woody Harrelson (Tallahas-
see), Emma Stone (Wichita), and Abigail Breslin (Little Rock) as sur-
vivors of the zombie apocalypse in America. The four main characters 
in the group of survivors are incredibly different people who manage to 
meet up in the ruins of America in the not-so-distant future.  The movie 
actually makes only two explicit political references. Most important 
are the “32 Rules of Surviving Zombieland” described by Columbus 
throughout the movie. In the chaos, regular laws would not be relevant 
to anyone, so like the Founding Fathers, Columbus creates a set of 
laws that acts as a “survivors’” constitution. The second is the opening 
scene which shows the Capitol Building’s dome burning and destruc-
tion on the streets of Washington, D.C., which can be used as a type 
of foreshadowing for real world issues. The movie provides excellent 
examples for the lawlessness that would ensue after a structural break-
down of a country when the survivors are able to take whatever they 
want from stores, break into any building, and, most importantly, not 
wear seatbelts while driving (shown humorously throughout the film). 
 The film is primarily a comedy but presents a great metaphor 
for the future of American politics. The title of the film hints at the rela-
tionship between modern day citizens and zombies, when we consider 
its origin from the 1994 film Natural Born Killers (also starring Woody 
Harrelson). In that film Wayne Gale (Robert Downey Jr.) exclaims, 
“Repetition works: do you think the morons out there in zombie land 
actually remember anything?” accusing the television audiences of 
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Preamble 
We, the Students Reinventing Michigan, have developed this 
comprehensive policy proposal to put Michigan on a sustainable 
and viable economic path to prosperity. Through the development 
of this plan, we believe this plan will create a higher quality of 
life and highly viable transportation corridors within Michigan. 
Our policy team also believes that through the creation of a high 
quality of life and highly viable transportation corridors, we will 
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a small amount from the 22nd Congressional District (Population 
of New York). This newly re-drawn district will mainly consist of 
Representative Hayworth’s old base of constituents. This area is 
located in the southern section of upstate New York and consists of 
sections of many counties, including Dutchess, Rockland, Orange, 
Westchester, and Putnam. Historically, this district flip-flopped in 
each election over the past few cycles, as it has been split between 
Republican and Democratic bases. The district has been subject to 
constant re-districting, and in recent years even cut out the Bronx 
section, which used to connect Up-State New York with Manhattan.  
 The demographic of the Hayworth’s current 19th district’s 
constituents is typical of the region; between upstate and Manhattan, 
the area has a higher-than-national average for income and is 
predominantly white. The median income of the area is almost 
$83,000, which is greater than the median average income of 
Americans in 2010 with $52,000. The district mainly voted for 
Republican candidates since the early 1990’s; before that, Democrats 
held the area for almost 70 years. In 2006 Democrat John Hall was 
able to defeat long-term Republican Representative Sue Kelly who 
had held the office for 12 years. Representative Hall was then only 
able to hold his office for two terms before Republican Nan Hayworth 
defeated him. This type of voting shows that these constituents are not 
afraid to take drastic actions to change the politicians who represent 
them. Before being defeated, Sue Kelly enjoyed comfortable victories 
and wide margins each election. Her defeat can be credited with 
ties to a political scandal, absence from a crucial debate, and refusal 
to speak at important interviews. The citizens of the former 19th 
district have a strong voice and they are not afraid to use it, and in the 
upcoming election they have the choice to use that voice in the 18th  
district (New York 19th District). 
 During her time in office, Nan Hayworth voted on a variety 
of issues. She considers herself a politician who is willing to work 
with both sides in order to get the job done. She stated, “I’m one of 
the members of the House majority, who has voted most frequently 
– actually, about a third of the time I voted the way President Obama 
has also supported voting/So, I’m confident that I’ll be able to work 
successfully to make our Democratic voters feel well served” (Weathers). 


The 2012 U.S. House Race for the 18th District 


 With this attitude in mind, a citizen may believe that 
Nan Hayworth is more moderate and open to a variety of issues, 
particularly women’s rights. However, during her term she voted for 
limiting contraceptive coverage and defunding Planned Parenthood. 
In fact she voted with her party 88% of the time (Nan Hayworth). 
During her campaign for the 2010 election she promised to be a 
moderate politician for her district, yet she actively recruited the help 
of the Tea Party and their resources in order to assure her victory. The 
Tea Party supported her efforts and committed money and publicity 
to her campaign. After securing her office, Hayworth quickly shed her 
Tea Party ties and actively voted similarly to her Republican peers. 
During her campaign she also recruited the support of large interest 
groups and big businesses, including Mount Kisco Medical Group, of 
which her husband is a board member.  
 During her term Representative Hayworth voted on many 
important bills. The way she voted greatly affected her district, and 
her constituents took notice. While campaigning in 2010, Hayworth 
voiced her support for women’s reproductive rights, but after 
assuming office she voted to defund Planned Parenthood and also 
voted to expand the Hyde Amendment (Pillifant). In 2010, Hayworth 
also ran on the platform of securing our national debt and fixing our 
finances.  She convinced her voters that jobs would be created in 
her district and her term would lead to a new economic direction. 
However, what she voted for resembles little of what she promised. 
Hayworth proposed many budget cuts that encourage capital 
investment and even voted against local projects such as the Taylor 
Biomass Project, which would have created many local jobs. Her 
votes against such projects could have cost local counties hundreds of 
jobs. At one point Hayworth stated that, “it was not the government’s 
place to create jobs” (Weathers). Her campaign promises are in direct 
conflict with her voting actions. Her local financial voting record is 
not even in line with her fellow area Republican Representatives. The 
latter said projects such as the Taylor Biomass Project are fantastic 
opportunities for the area and supported them. She also supported 
tax cuts for the rich and the demise of Medicare, to the dismay of her 
elderly constituents.  
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Czar was still seen as the protective father figure of the Empire. This 
ended in tragedy, however, as royalist guards opened fire on the march-
ers, killing over 100 while the Czar was not even there.1 
 For the Russian people, this was unacceptable. They had been 
stuck in poverty and repression while much of the rest of Europe was 
rapidly becoming modernized and democratic. The backwardness of 
Russia was compounded by the Czar’s unwillingness to embrace liberal 
reforms like other parts of Europe or the United States. After the mas-
sacre, however, the Czar didn’t have a much of a choice. The Russian 
people rose up in a general strike, in what became known as the Revo-
lution of 1905, forcing the Czar to sign the October Manifesto, a docu-
ment that granted full civil liberties and promised the creation of a State 
Legislature known as the Duma.2 
 Unfortunately for the Russian people, this victory was short-
lived and shallow. Although the legislature was created as a representa-
tive body for the Russians the Czar ultimately retained veto power over 
any legislation they approved, negating any power the Duma gave to 
the people. Finally, while the creation of the Duma gave voting rights 
to at least a segment of the population, voting requirements became 
steadily more restrictive following the first election, resulting in a 
legislature more representative of the landed aristocrats than the Rus-
sian people as a whole. For many Russians, these actions caused bitter 
resentment towards the Czar at a time when the memory of the Bloody 
Sunday massacre was still a fresh wound. In the minds of the Rus-
sian people, the Czar had quickly evolved from a protective figure to a 
bloody tyrant eager to use force to repress any dissent.3 
 It was in the midst of the furor over the voter restrictions and 
the wake of the 1905 Revolution that a small, localized incident in 
Sarajevo in 1914 escalated into the greatest conflict the world had yet 
seen. The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand brought Russia 
into a system of alliances that was intended to prevent a general war, 
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but did nothing more than force nearly all European nations to take 
up arms in defense of one another. Russia pledged to aid Serbia in the 
event of a war, while Germany had pledged to aid Austria-Hungary 
if they were attacked. This was further complicated by Britain and 
France, who had promised to step in against Germany if war were to 
commence, and the Ottoman Empire, who declared their support for 
Germany and Austria-Hungary. This complex series of alliances was a 
major factor in the escalation of the Balkan crisis into worldwide con-
flagration, instead of merely a small regional war.
 This world-wide (and poorly-executed war) came at a steep 
price for the Russian people, a price that was not strictly confined to the 
ranks of the military. Millions of deaths in the First World War, rampant 
inflation, and leadership that was completely uninspiring, all combined 
to create dissatisfaction that turned into dissent, which quickly turned 
into turmoil. 
 Out of this turmoil arose a worker’s council known as a soviet. 
A soviet was a unit of organization that would later form the basis of 
the Soviet Union’s hierarchical structure, with local soviets elect-
ing regional soviets, regional soviets electing provincial soviets, and 
provincial soviets electing the All-Russian Congress of Soviets. These 
Soviets were made up of representatives from labor organizations and 
individual factories, which were intended to be non-political entities 
that gave Russian workers more control over their situation.4 
 The vision failed to match reality, as many of the soviets 
quickly became politicized in the growing turmoil and unrest against 
the Czar. The soviets were mostly split between two large factions that 
arose out of the turmoil of the Second Party Congress of the Russian 
Social Democratic Labor Party: the Bolsheviks and the Mensheviks. 
It was at this party congress in 1903 that Vladimir Lenin broke with 
Julius Martov, eventual leader of the Menshevik party, over a difference 
in ideology. Lenin and his Bolsheviks advocated an immediate violent 
uprising to overthrow the government and establish a purely communist 
state, whereas the Mensheviks recalled Marx’s theory that “such a revo-
lution could take place only in a highly developed capitalist society.”5  


 4. Ross, E. A., and Selig Perlman. “Soviet Government in Russia.” The American Political   
Science Review 14:2 (May 1920): 317-318
 5. Brovkin, Vladimir N. The Mensheviks After October: Socialist Opposition and   
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Press, 1991), 1-2.
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Abstract


This essay first outlines the foundations of the North Atlantic Treaty 
and how this treaty, based on its format, was indirectly bound to cre-
ate internal contention, given the ideologies of the United States, the 
United Kingdom, and the Republic of France. Next, the essay explores 
the inner-workings of NATO politics, operations, and the details of 
the contentious situations within NATO during both the Cold War-era 
and also the post-Cold War era. Following, it compares the ideolo-
gies, operations, and contentious format of the two aforementioned 
NATOs, and exposes their similarity over time. The essay concludes 
that the seemingly disruptive and unstable nature of NATO facilitated 
its relative success in both operative and ideological missions, in the 
past and present. 


Key Words:
The Marshall Plan: The primary foreign policy plan of the United States 
and, subsequently, NATO during the Cold War; it called for the contain-
ment of communism and the reconstruction of post-World War II Western 
Europe.


Cold War Era: The time period between the years of 1949-1989.
Eastern Bloc: Eastern European nations which acted as satellite states for 
the Soviet Republic during the Cold War era.


Post-Cold War Era: The years of 1989-present.


Warsaw Pact: A coalition of Eastern Bloc nations, ruled informally by the 
Soviet Republic.
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from each other (at least in the scientific community). This divergence 
has fostered measured scientific exploration into the physiological 
aspects of music on the human mind and body, producing theory sug-
gesting that music has a profound effect upon our physiology, actions, 
and emotions. 
 Indeed, Anthony Storr asserts in Music and the Mind that 
music produces an arousal in those who listen with some degree of 
concentration, which causes “heightened alertness, awareness, inter-
est, and excitement: a generally enhanced state of being” (24-25). 
This arousal can be measured in various physiological changes, such 
as diminished electrical resistance of the skin; dilation of the pupils; 
fluctuations in respiratory rate; a rise in blood pressure and increased 
heart rate; and an increase in muscle tone. These changes mimic 
the fight or flight response of animals in the wild (Storr 25). Storr’s 
research suggests that music has the ability to produce an autonomic 
physiological response in the listener that has the potential to prepare 
us for confronting a potential threat.
 To be sure, the physiological effects mentioned in Storr’s 
work are profound; however, music also appears to affect our psyche. 
Evidence of this effect can be found in Music and Emotions, where 
Malcolm Budd posits that when we listen to music, we fall victim to 
the pathetic fallacy, meaning we make the objective subjective, result-
ing in an internalization of emotions brought on by external stimuli 
(38). This internalization creates a false consciousness, meaning that 
it becomes increasingly difficult for the listener to see their surround-
ings or their situation as it really is. In essence, the listener may 
temporarily enter into an alternate reality. When placed in the context 
of a soldier preparing for battle, it is easy to understand how entering 
into this false consciousness could aid a soldier, by allowing him/her 
to juxtapose the looming danger of the battlefield with the emotion 
brought on by the music he/she is listening to. 
  Together, the work of Storr and Budd reveal that while music 
is generally considered a form of entertainment or an artistic outlet, 
it also possesses an intrinsic ability to affect us physically and psy-
chologically. It has the ability to create physiological changes that 
prepare an individual for fight or flight, and psychological changes 
that produce a false consciousness in the listener. Both of these out-


comes seem ideal for the soldier preparing for battle. By listening to 
music in preparing for battle, a soldier can experience physiological 
changes that ready his/her body for potential conflict, and psychologi-
cal changes that produce a consciousness that is receptive to taking 
part in actions that may cause him/her to kill or be killed. Given this 
knowledge, it is surprising that States don’t issue iPods to their sol-
diers. It also provides new meaning to the slang term: that song has a 
killer beat. 


Music and the State
 Storr and Budd provide evidence that music has the ability 
to affect and temporarily alter human physiology and our psyche; 
however, music’s influence goes beyond its effect on the individual, 
as it also influences State affairs. Indeed, in From Art to Politics, Mur-
ray Edelman tells us that art (and he qualifies music as art) “supplies 
images that construct the worlds in which we act” (3), meaning that 
through art, societal norms and mores are constructed or formed. Mu-
sic, along with other forms of art, shape societies, as well as inform 
our politics, yet art can also be shaped by society through portrayal of 
outcomes or by reacting to public sentiment or demand (39). In that 
way, there is a continuous feedback loop between art and the prevail-
ing culture and politics at large, which work in concert to continually 
shape society.
 Music’s relationship to the State can be traced back to ancient 
Greece and the origin of the modern State itself. Indeed, in The Re-
public, Plato had much to say about music and the role that it should 
play in State affairs. However, in The Influence of Music in World 
History, Frederick Martens tells us that even before the existence 
of the State, early tribes used a combination of words and tones to 
influence their gods (197), suggesting melodic forms of communica-
tion were used as a tool of influence even before States were formed; 
moreover, that tribal humans possibly understood the intrinsic physi-
ological and psychological effects of music.
 There is no evidence that music influenced or motivated 
ancient Greeks on the battlefield; however, it is widely accepted that 
music permeated all aspects of Greek life. Ancient Greeks believed 
that music had the power to alter the character of those who studied 
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to ensure that music remained a presence on the 20th century mecha-
nized battlefield.
 Following the conclusion of WWI, there was no shortage 
of conflict and war throughout the 20th century. Continued conflict 
meant the continued need for soldiers to send to the battlefield, and 
the switch to an all volunteer military force in 1973 meant that the 
United States would now need to actively recruit soldiers who were 
willing to kill or be killed (Pieslak 17). Here the State found another 
use for music in relation to the battlefield; it could be used as a tool to 
get soldiers to enlist for military service. Each branch of the military 
already had an anthem, which the State incorporated into recruitment 
advertisements; however, the State has gone beyond just using the 
branches’ individual anthems. The State now uses music as a rhe-
torical tool to accompany the imagery in nearly every commercial 
produced for the armed services, which usually present a romantic or 
heroic theme, such as a recent commercial for the Army that presents 
a montage of past and present members of the Army in various scenes 
accompanied by a rousing orchestral score that makes even myself, 
a pacifist, nearly want to take up arms (“Awesome US ARMY Re-
cruiting Commercial”). As Jonathan Pieslak tells is in Sound Targets, 
“Music play[s] an important role in [sic] efforts to attract soldiers and 
[is] utilized most prominently in television advertisements and propa-
ganda videos” (18). The State can no longer use music on the battle-
field to direct and motivate soldiers, but it can use music as a recruit-
ing tool to get soldiers to the battlefield.  
 As the battlefield has evolved over the last century, so has 
the way in which music is used as a tool for the State in relation to 
the battlefield. Once able to provide music directly for the soldiers 
in the form of military bands that motivated, energized, and directed 
the cadence of troops, the State now uses music as a tool to recruit 
soldiers for the battlefield, with the choice of music used on the battle-
field, and whether they choose to use it, now falling to the individual 
soldier.


Music and the Battlefield 
 To say that the State has used music as both a motivational 
tool on the battlefield and as a rhetorical tool to get soldiers to the 


battlefield does not imply that this has provided no benefit to soldiers. 
Storr’s and Budd’s research reveals that music can serve to better 
prepare a soldier for battle, both physically and emotionally. You 
enter into a war to win, so it necessarily follows that a State would 
use all available resources to achieve victory, and music is a readily 
available resource. An account of music’s motivating influence on the 
battlefield dating from the War of 1812 to the more recent Iraq war, 
supports the State’s choice in using music as a motivational tool for 
soldiers
 During the War of 1812 (1812-1815), when British troops 
were bearing down on New Orleans in the winter of 1815, a newly 
commissioned band imbedded with General Andrew Jackson’s bat-
talion played an integral role in the battalion’s ability to defend and 
hold the city. Not only did the band play a role in recruiting within 
the city prior to the Siege of New Orleans by conducting city-wide 
parading (Kinzer 354), it also continually gave performances up and 
down the line during the battle, “as a means of raising and maintain-
ing morale among the soldiers” (Kinzer 355). Reports shortly follow-
ing the American victory in New Orleans stated that the band’s efforts 
animated the spirits of the soldiers (Kinzer 356).
 Half a century later, military bands would also play a signifi-
cant role in battles during the Civil War (1861-1865). In Music and 
Gallantry in Combat During the Civil War, James A. Davis tells us 
that “The sound of fifes, bugles, and drums accompanied the soldiers 
in every phase of the battle, keeping time as they marched and broad-
casting commands across the raucous battlefield” (141). However, it 
wasn’t just military bands that supplied music and inspiration during 
battles, as Davis also notes that “bugle calls and drumbeats were not 
the only music sounding amid the clash of arms: scattered accounts by 
witnesses and participants described voices raised in song alongside 
the firing of rifles or the blaring of a brass band accompanying the 
roar of cannon” (141). To be sure, due to political and cultural differ-
ences, the Union (North) and Confederate (South) armies harbored a 
deep resentment for each other; however, they did have one thing in 
common: the desire for music on the battlefield. For the North, songs 
like “Yankee Doodle Dandy,” “The Star-Spangled Banner,” and “John 
Brown’s Body” were used in marches or to rally the troops, and for 
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would be a good decision for Michigan as well.
 
5. Design: When allowing exemptions, the Director of Transportation 
should be consulting the most up-to-date material available. Minneso-
ta cites the materials the director will consult in the decision-making 
process and Michigan should do the same. 


6. Measures: States need to be able to track the effectiveness of their 
complete streets policy. Very few states explicitly state their measure-
ment tools, but the city of Roanoke, Virginia does. Roanoke measures 
the total amount of on-road bicycle lanes, linear feet of new pedes-
trian accommodation, and the number of new curb ramps installed to 
track the progress towards its complete streets goals of being more 
accommodating to cyclists, pedestrians, and the disabled (“Virginia”). 
 
7.  Implementation: The NCSC is very future oriented in their goals 
and understands that complete streets policy is not only about the here 
and now, but also needs to look at the next steps of policy implemen-
tation. Michigan falls short in this category because it does not do 
enough to explain where the state is headed going forward. This also 
needs to be addressed. 


8. Context: The NCSC wants complete streets plans to be able to meet 
the needs of the communities and understands there is not one cover-
all solution for walkable infrastructure. Michigan recognizes the vary-
ing needs of urban, suburban, and rural communities and we receive 
full points. 


By amending the policy in these focus areas, Michigan can have a 
more effective and efficient complete streets policy and lead the na-
tion into the future of walkable infrastructure.  


Problem 2 
Lack of access to, and inability to maintain, quality roads and bridges. 


Proposed Solutions: 
1. Increase the funding allocated to local municipalities.  


2. Increase lifespan on roads by using cost-effective alternative mate-
rials. 
3. Transform the Michigan Fuel Surcharge Tax. 
4. Revise the appropriations given under Act 51.  
5. Implement a new international trade crossing. 


Introduction 
The Michigan economy is largely based on manufacturing, agricul-
ture, and tourism. Transportation and warehousing alone represents 
$10 billion out of Michigan’s $382 billion GDP and 90,300 jobs out 
of Michigan’s 3.2 million jobs in the private sector (Hamilton, 2010). 
All of these things have one thing in common: they require good 
roads to get the products, whether corn, cars, or tourists, to the correct 
destination. Without a healthy transportation system, the Michigan 
economy will falter. To help create a solution we must analyze this 
problem: lack of access and inability to maintain quality roads and 
bridges. 
 
Local Municipalities 
One solution would be to fund local road projects. By simply find-
ing a way to allow local municipalities to spend more money on their 
infrastructure we can improve Michigan’s economy. One such ex-
ample would be the intersection of Orr Road and M-46 in Hemlock. 
The intersection was improved to withstand the traffic going to and 
from Hemlock Semi-Conductor. This was made possible through the 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation. Category C (Urban 
Congestion Relief) helps to “promote increased economic potential 
and improve the quality of life by reducing urban traffic congestion 
levels” (Economic Development Fund, pg. 8, 2010) by completing 
three objectives: 
1. Improve the operations level of service in heavily congested areas;
2. Reduced the accident rate on heavily congested roadways; and 
3. Improve the surface and base condition of heavily congested road-
ways. 


 Michigan not only needs to increase funding to the local communi-
ties, but fix all roads and bridges in the State of Michigan as well. 
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Editors’ note: The Executive Summary that follows is excerpted 
from a 125-page proposal submitted for a 2011 Students Reinventing 
Government competition.


Executive Summary


Problem 1 
Lack of access of mass transportation in Michigan 


Proposed Solutions: 
1. Implement HOV/HOT lanes in Major Metropolitan Regions.  
2. Implement Regional Bus Rapid Transit. 
3. Revise Michigan’s Complete Streets policy.


HOV/HOT Lanes  
Michigan’s major metro areas face a problem shared with many other 
cities across the country. The morning and afternoon “rush hour” 
creates crippling slowdowns on many major highways in and around 
metropolitan areas. Since building new lanes for cars to fill up further 
is not a terribly efficient means of dealing with traffic congestion, the 
answer must come in the form of higher efficiency in the lanes. HOV/
HOT lanes provide this higher efficiency. 
 
HOV/HOT lanes operate at efficiencies, measured in people moved 
per hour, much higher than general traffic lanes. This means that more 
people can be moved to and from their destination during the same 
time frame, without increasing the size of the roads themselves. HOT 
lanes are vastly preferable to HOV lanes. HOT lanes allow for an 
even greater efficiency to be reached by allowing single passenger ve-
hicles to utilize the lane for a fee. This prevents the lane from sitting 
idle as much as a traditional HOV lane might. 
 
HOT lanes also facilitate the implementation of mass transit, espe-
cially traditional bus, and Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) operations. In 
addition to this, HOT lanes when fully utilized, are cost neutral and 
may even offset the cost of the general purpose lanes as well. Public 
support for HOV/HOT lanes is sometimes hard to gain due to the 


negative stigma surrounding them and their success; however, there 
are many criteria that can be used to identify corridors with a high 
likelihood for successful implementation of HOV/HOT lanes. 


Bus Rapid Transit 
In order to fix Michigan’s infrastructure, Michigan needs to cre-
ate Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) systems that will be environmentally 
friendly and cost effective. These BRT systems would support tourism 
because they will give each citizen a convenient and comfortable way 
to travel throughout the state. These BRT systems should be created in 
Detroit, Ann Arbor, Lansing, Grand Rapids, Kalamazoo, Battle Creek, 
Muskegon, Traverse City, and the Great Lakes Bay Region. This pro-
posal also encourages creating a private-public partnership (P3) with 
the Greyhound Bus Company to provide transportation between the 
nine cities.  
 
This proposal describes how BRT can be implemented in Detroit, 
Lansing, Grand Rapids, and Ann Arbor. For example, in order to 
begin the process for Bus Rapid Transit in Detroit, the city needs to 
consolidate their two current busing systems, the SMART bus and 
the Detroit Department of Transportation, in order to have one county 
transportation authority that can be held responsible for all transporta-
tion needs. Like in Detroit, creating a BRT in Lansing, Grand Rapids, 
and Ann Arbor would benefit the citizens by decreasing the amount of 
travel time. For instance, the “Silver Lane” BRT that is being planned 
for the city of Grand Rapids will use High Occupancy Vehicles 
(HOV) lanes, which decreases the travel time for passengers from the 
current 53 minutes to 27 minutes (“Phase”).  
 
Bus Rapid Transit systems would also benefit the state of Michigan 
by influencing property development. Areas like Boston, Massachu-
setts and Ottawa, Canada have experienced an increase in property 
development around the BRT routes. In Boston, for example, $650 
million in property development have occurred along their routes and 
bus platforms (“Phase”). Like Boston, Ottawa has experienced a $700 
million investment in property development. With these nine differ-
ent cities creating BRT systems, Michigan’s economy would benefit 
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(Putnam, 12). If you are unable to talk to or trust  your neighbor (let 
alone know her name), then really whom can you trust? Out of all of 
the people Columbus knew, the first one to ever try and kill him lived 
only mere feet away. 
 Even among the film’s four main characters a lingering sense 
of distrust takes a long time overcome. In their initial grocery store en-
counter, Wichita and Little Rock manage to hold up the other two men 
and steal their car, an action they repeat after the first car breaks down. 
Even after relationships begin to form between Little Rock and Talla-
hassee and Wichita and Columbus, there are occasions where the girls 
still sneak out in the middle of the night, taking the car and numerous 
supplies. At this point there are knowingly only four people left on the 
planet, and yet there is still a major trust gap between all of them. 
 In a deeper sense, all four characters embody Putnam’s conten-
tion that American citizens are bowling by themselves rather than in 
leagues, losing out on “civic conversations over beer and pizza” (Put-
nam, 6). All four are relatively loners. Columbus is self-described as a 
shut-in who does not leave his home and seemingly does not have any 
friends. Wichita and Little Rock are dependent only on each other and 
do not make any long lasting ties with people outside of themselves. 
Finally, Tallahassee makes absolutely no mention of any people that 
he associated with other than his son (now deceased), and his harsh at-
titude towards strangers combined with Columbus’s commentary seems 
to deter anyone from wishing to spend time with him. Like Putnam’s 
Americans, they lack any sort of consistent social interaction prior to 
the zombie attack, and even after they first meet, there are still mo-
ments where no one speaks. There are scenes where all four survivors 
(who could be the last four people on the planet) are sitting in a car 
with no music on without saying a word. Initially all of these people 
embody the “loner” persona that is sweeping the nation; however, that 
all changes as they begin to form relationships to help them actively 
become engaged in deciding their futures.
 Despite the fact that the main characters begin to form a “fami-
ly,” there is still one area of the film that provides a look at living alone. 
In what could be the greatest celebrity cameo scene in modern film, the 
survivors stumble across Tallahassee’s idol, Bill Murray, living in his 
mansion. Murray is the perfect example of someone who is still socially 
active (even after a zombie apocalypse) as he still attends social events 


and walks around in public even though as far as he knew he was all 
“alone.” In a way, Bill Murray is representative of a politician (without 
showing any party ties). The way that he walks around blending in with 
the zombies is similar to how a politician is able to “empathize” with 
the public, something very important to voters at election time. Thus, 
Bill Murray attends public events such as the Hollywood Ball to main-
tain his public image, similar to how the president every year like fills 
in a March Madness bracket for the NCAA Basketball Tournament. If 
Bill Murray is representative of a politician, then the main survivors of 
the film effectively fill in other parts of the American political system.
 Tallahassee and Columbus take on the roles of ideologues from 
opposite sides of the political spectrum: a liberal and a conservative. In-
terestingly, in a reminder of the benefits of bi-partisanship, it is not until 
they start working together that they are able to do the most good for 
their small community. Tallahassee, the character with the second-most 
screen time, is a seemingly conservative character. He is incredibly tied 
to his past and lifestyle before the zombie invasion, evident by his con-
tinual flashbacks about his past with his now-deceased son. His inabil-
ity to let go is shown in the Monopoly scene in Bill Murray’s mansion 
where the audience realizes that Tallahassee would rather constantly 
remember the past than move forward. Later in the film, Tallahassee re-
assumes his fatherly role in the group of survivors and demonstrates his 
paternal instincts when he teaches Wichita’s sister, Little Rock (Abigail 
Breslin), how to correctly aim a rifle. His ties to family fit in with how 
political scientist Nancy Love describes neo-conservatism, as “tending 
to be respectful of traditional values and institutions: religion, the fam-
ily, and the ‘high culture’ of Western civilization” (Love 68). Among 
those treasured values is a “traditional concept of family” (Love 69). 
Tallahassee also has quite the appetite for Twinkies and is constantly 
on a quest to find what he believes could be the last box in the country. 
Twinkies were his favorite snack before the zombie apocalypse, and 
his deep ties to the tradition of eating what he has always loved relates 
to the conservative emphasis on respect for tradition in a quirky way. 
After the climax of the film when Columbus, Wichita, and Little Rock 
are all ready to leave, Tallahassee says he will follow but only if he can 
continue his hunt for Twinkies in Mexico. Twinkies are Tallahassee’s 
only physical tie to the “old world” and it is shown that his character 
does not undergo a major fundamental change as he continually wishes 
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vation of water. All districts are locally controlled and independent, 
focusing on issues affecting their immediate surroundings. Despite 
the fact that groundwater accounts for 60% of all water use in the 
state and 85% of agricultural use, its regulation is left to nearly 100 
independent districts with no central governmental regulation (Kaiser, 
1987, pp. 31, 33; Texas Water Development Board, 2012).
 Texas’ lack of groundwater regulation is especially troubling 
when future water shortages are taken into account. Three Texas cities 
(Fort Worth, Houston, and San Antonio) are projected to be among 
the top five US cities hardest hit by global warming and water scarcity 
(McIntyre, 2010). This is partially due to projected increases in global 
warming and partially due to over-reliance on sources like the Jasper 
Aquifer in Houston and the Edwards Aquifer in San Antonio. The 
Edwards Aquifer in particular has been identified along as one of the 
four river basins most vulnerable to climate change (Loaiciga, 2003, 
pp. 35-36). Unless the issue of ground water regulation is addressed 
in Texas soon, the state could face severe consequences. 
 
Comparison
 While environmental groups have decried Michigan’s ground-
water policies, there is no doubt that Michigan’s policies are far 
ahead of Texas in terms of regulation. However, the problems faced 
by Michigan are slightly different. While Texas’ water is used almost 
entirely to support its cities and its farms, Michigan must deal with 
those attempting to export water to other states. The most recent calls 
for new state regulation were kicked off by disputes over a Nestle bot-
tling facility near Mount Pleasant, and the company has remained a 
central part of the debate in years since. Just two years after the Water 
Legacy Act was passed, and following almost a decade of litigation 
between the company and environmental groups, a new well was 
drilled by the company that can draw 150 gallons per minute from the 
waters near Evart, MI (GONGWER, D.E.Q, 2008). Other attempts at 
curbing Nestlé’s withdrawals have failed as well.  In 2009 former Lt. 
Governor John Cherry proposed a ten-cent tax on every bottle of wa-
ter produced in Michigan to help fund the Michigan Promise Scholar-
ship. The plan was roundly criticized by politicians and Nestle alike 
and never came to fruition (GONGWER, Nestle, 2009).


 The implications are troubling for Michigan. While the state 
is currently fighting against private corporations to retain control 
of its water, the future may hold other opponents. When states like 
Texas, Arizona, and California start experiencing water shortages, a 
water-rich state like Michigan may well be expected to begin export-
ing more water to offset losses in other regions. A situation like this 
illustrates why it is so important for all states to begin taking control 
of their water resources now with an eye on future need.


Proposed Solution
 A hybrid of policy approaches from Michigan and Texas 
could be an effective solution to each state’s water concerns. First of 
all, the public trust option from Michigan is a very good idea. The 
state’s surface water is already covered by public trust, which means 
that it is the property of the state. Proponents of an extension of the 
public trust to groundwater argue that it will give the state more con-
trol over who can extract groundwater and exactly how much they can 
take. These proponents argue that groundwater should be treated as a 
natural resource and not a product (McWhirter, 2010).
 However, opponents fear that by placing groundwater in a 
public trust, the state would be able to unfairly tax homeowners for 
water use. They also argue that it is unconstitutional for the state to 
confiscate private property (McWhirter, 2010).
 These concerns could be offset by implementing a policy 
similar to what Texas uses to regulate surface water. Under the Texas 
Water Rights Adjudication Act, all users claiming riparian right must 
petition the state for access to and use of the water source. If their 
permit is approved, the petitioner is granted a permit, which allows 
them to withdraw a specific amount of water. Under this act, citizens 
and municipalities are granted first priority to the water source, ahead 
of private companies (Kaiser, 1987, pp. 19-20).
 By ending private ownership of groundwater sources, the state 
would be able to keep track of everyone using the water source and 
have a better idea of how much water they were using. Use could then 
be limited to ensure water sources were not being overused. Coupled 
with advancing technology and conservation strategies, legislation of 
this type could prevent the major water catastrophes that many have 
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The 2012 U.S. House Race for the 18th District 


This coming November 2012 millions of Americans will descend 
upon voting polls to cast their ballots. They will be voting not 


only for the President of the United States, but also for a plethora of 
other national, state, and local positions, including members for the 
House of Representatives. The Presidential election definitely garners 
the most attention when compared to Congressional House elections, 
but these races can be very interesting. In this paper I examine current 
member of the House of Representatives, Nan Hayworth (R) and her 
race against Democratic challenger Sean Maloney for New York’s re-
drawn 18th district. I examine each candidate, the district they hope to 
represent, their prior political records, and how current popular issues 
shape the battle for their election. This analysis will help us assess 
each candidate’s likelihood of winning this race. 
 Republican Congresswoman Nan Hayworth currently rep-
resents New York’s 19th District. She is seeking her second term in 
office after defeating previous incumbent John Hall (D) in the 2010 
election. Hayworth was born in 1959 and raised in Munster, Indiana. 
She graduated from Princeton University and Cornell University 
Medical College, where she specialized in ophthalmology. She went 
into practice and eventually joined the Mount Kisco Medical Group 
as well as the Northern Westchester Hospital. Her family consists of 
her husband, Scott Hayworth, and their two children, Will and Jack 
(Biography).
 As a result of redistricting, Representative Hayworth will be 
changing districts to move to the 18th Congressional District. The 
newly re-drawn 18th district has in the past been strongly Democratic.  
The past incumbent, Nita Lowey (D) served the district for over 20 
years but is now running in the also re-drawn 17th district, which 
comprises most of the old 18th. In the new 18th district, roughly 
three-fourths of the old 19th district will be included and a small 
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These differences were irreconcilable and eventually turned into open 
conflict once revolution was at hand.
 While these soviets were planning their vision for the future 
of Russia, anger with the Czarist regime had finally boiled over into 
outright revolution in February of 1917. The February Revolution, 
unlike the revolution of 1905, actually deposed the Czar and created a 
new republican Russia. Led by Georgy Lvov and Alexander Kerensky, 
this provisional government would ultimately fail to solve the multitude 
of problems Russia faced, priming the way for an eventual Bolshevik 
takeover less than a year later. Of all of the reasons that the provisional 
government was overthrown, the First World War was perhaps the big-
gest. Despite the unpopularity of the war, Kerensky did not support the 
idea of a harsh peace treaty, and thus decided to continue fighting. This 
was disastrous for them, as “The ministries of Lvov and Kerensky were 
deposed largely because they wanted to continue the struggle against 
the Central Powers.”6  
 On November 7 (October 25 according to the Julian calendar 
still in place in Russia at the time), an armed uprising led by Vladimir 
Lenin took the city of St. Petersburg in a largely bloodless coup, offi-
cially ending the provisional government of Kerensky and his Socialist 
Revolutionaries. Following this, the Bolsheviks began systematically 
tightening their control over the government, although they still al-
lowed the constituent assembly elections in late November of 1917. 
This put them at a disadvantage, however, when the Russian people 
elected a majority of Social Revolutionaries as opposed to Bolsheviks. 
Lenin finally realized that the new assembly would not support the 
idea of a Soviet-style republic, and promptly disbanded it, stating that 
he preferred instead the power of the soviets. This created a significant 
challenge for the Mensheviks, who were forced to adopt a new strat-
egy to oust the Bolsheviks and regain control by winning majorities 
in the city soviets. According to Vladimir Brovkin, this strategy was 
a remarkable success for the Mensheviks, as the Bolsheviks “suffered 
resounding defeats in the elections to the city soviets in most provincial 
capitals of European Russia.”7 
 
	 6.	Litman,	Simon.	“Revolutionary	Russia.”	The American Political Science Review 12, no. 2  
(1918): 189.
	 7.	Brovkin,	Vladimir.	“The	Mensheviks’	Political	Comeback:	The	Elections	to	the	Provin-
cial	City	Soviets	in	Spring	1918.”	Russian Review 42, no. 1 (1983): 3.


 Lenin, not wanting the Bolsheviks to lose power, officially 
prohibited political parties from Russian soviets, with the exception of 
the Bolshevik party. This was the final straw for the Mensheviks, who 
abandoned party politics and began an armed struggle to regain power 
in Russia. This directly precipitated the outbreak of the Russian Civil 
War, which pitted the Red Army of the Bolsheviks against the White 
Armies of the royalists, Mensheviks, and anti-revolutionaries.8 
 The Russian Civil War was one of the biggest tests of the new 
Bolshevik-led Soviet government, which faced famine, manpower 
shortages, economic devastation, and a war on multiple fronts. Indeed, 
by the summer of 1918, the lands still directly controlled by the Bol-
shevik government had been reduced to the area around Moscow, while 
they continued to fight a defensive war against the White Armies. By 
early 1919, the war looked to be going extremely poorly for the Red 
Army, who had been repeatedly pushed back by anti-revolutionaries on 
all three fronts.9 
 It was during this time that Lenin penned The Soviets at Work, 
documenting his struggles to keep the country alive in the face of so 
many challenges. First published in April of 1918, Lenin’s work is an 
in-depth, behind-the-scenes look at the bureaucracy and politics that 
afflicted a country torn apart by revolution, and was chiefly concerned 
with a number of issues, particularly the industrial organization of 
Russia, convincing the majority of the population that its policies are 
correct, and the suppression of resistance. The industrial organization 
of Russia was the broadest and most important issue to overcome, and 
was further divided into three main economic difficulties: “to raise the 
productivity of labor, to establish strict and uniform state accounting 
and control of production and distribution, and to actually socialize 
production.”10 
 To help solve these economic difficulties, Lenin calls for the 
use of scientists and bourgeois specialists to help the communist cause, 
a surprising turn of events considering the anti-capitalist sentiments 
running through the rhetoric of the Bolshevik party. However, this 
makes more sense when Lenin explains his motives in The Soviets at 


	 8.	Brovkin,	The	Mensheviks’	Political	Comeback,	3-4.
	 9.	Mawdsley,	Evan.	The	Russian	Civil	War.	(New	York:	Pegasus	Books,	2007),	194.
	 10.	Lenin,	Vladimir	I.	The soviets at work: the international position of the Russian soviet   
republic and the fundamental problems of the socialist revolution.      
4th	ed.	(New	York:	Rand	School	of	Social	Science,	1918),	6.
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Ever since winning its independence from the British, the United 
States federal government’s relationship to the Native American 


tribes that reside within its borders has been a source of conflict and 
uncertainty. In 1950, under the direction of Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs Dillon S. Myer, the government began to implement what it 
hoped to be the “final solution” to the Indian problem. Policies ad-
opted during this time period were designed to terminate the sover-
eign status of all Native tribes and assimilate former tribal members 
into mainstream American society as quickly as possible. In order to 
facilitate rapid assimilation, the federal government encouraged many 
Native families to leave their homes on rural reservations for a bet-
ter life in the nation’s booming industrial cities. As a result, between 
1952 and 1960 more than thirty-five thousand Native Americans 
flooded cities such as Denver, Los Angeles, Chicago, and San Fran-
cisco (Smith and Warrior 8).  Myer believed that once all Native tribes 
disbanded, the government’s involvement in Indian Affairs, including 
the appropriation of a substantial amount of federal aid, would finally 
come to an end. However, the policies of relocation and termination 
produced a generation of Native Americans who felt out of place in 
their new surroundings and longed to reconnect with their tribal heri-
tage (Smith and Warrior, 7-8).
 In  the late 1960’s urban Indians began meeting at Indian 
Centers throughout the nation, where they learned that they were not 
alone in feeling as though the federal government disconnected them 
from their tribal roots and allowed them to become isolated and invis-
ible. When a fire destroyed the San Francisco Bay Indian Center in 
the fall of 1969, several young local Indians decided to send a mes-
sage to the federal government. On November 20, 1969, seventy-eight 
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Native Americans occupied the abandoned federal prison on Alcatraz 
Island. The occupation lasted for nineteen months and sparked a wave 
of Indian protests across the nation (Smith and Warrior 18, 109). The 
sudden influx of direct action and aggressive political protest by In-
dian activists become known as the Red Power Movement and gener-
ated unprecedented national publicity for the plight of Native Ameri-
cans. Among those captivated by the movement’s tactics was a young 
Cherokee wife and mother named Wilma Mankiller, who would later 
become the first female principle chief of the Cherokee Nation. The 
movement’s emphasis on independence and reconnection with tribal 
heritage emboldened Wilma Mankiller to leave her troubled marriage 
and enter into tribal politics, where the lessons she learned from the 
failures of aggressive and ideological leaders, such as Russell Means, 
allowed her to develop a successful, pacifist, and practical style of 
leadership.


The Politicization of Wilma Mankiller
 The federal government’s relocation policies did not make 
assimilation into modern American society easy for Wilma Mankiller. 
In 1956 she and her family left their home in rural Oklahoma for the 
better life the Bureau of Indian Affairs promised would await them in 
the city of San Francisco. Unaccustomed to life in a big city, young 
Mankiller often felt isolated and embarrassed because she spoke with 
an accent and had to be taught basic skills such as how to use a tele-
phone (Mankiller 103). 
 Mankiller’s future started to look brighter in 1963 when she 
married Hugo, a wealthy immigrant from Ecuador. Her relation-
ship with Hugo allowed Mankiller to travel and experience a side 
of city life previously unavailable to her. The pair rented a home in 
a quiet neighborhood of San Francisco and had two children. Hugo 
worked for an airline while Mankiller stayed at home with the chil-
dren (Mankiller 145-150). It appeared that Mankiller assimilated into 
mainstream culture after all and was living the American dream. 
 Despite having the comfort and security of a stable home 
and family, as the strength of the Civil Rights Movement increased, 
so did Mankiller’s desire for independence. She spent her free time 
wandering the streets of San Francisco, which by the late 1960’s be-
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came a gathering place for radical reformers. Mankiller related to the 
struggles of the city’s minority groups and became a strong supporter 
of the Civil Rights Movement. Hugo disapproved of Mankiller’s 
politically active friends; he enjoyed feeling as though he had saved 
her from a life of poverty and desired for her to remain at home and 
within his close circle of friends. However, the political activism go-
ing on around her caused Mankiller to become restless. She dreamt of 
an opportunity to “rebel against a lifestyle [she] had come to believe 
was too narrow and confining [and] to experience all the changes go-
ing on around [her]” (Mankiller 202).  When Native Americans seized 
the abandoned federal prison on Alcatraz Island in 1969, Mankiller 
knew the moment she had been waiting for had arrived.
 The bold rhetoric used by the occupation’s leaders gave 
Mankiller a sense that anything was possible and encouraged her to 
push for greater independence. She visited the island and worked 
at the Bay Area Indian Center to provide behind the scenes support 
to the movement (Mankiller 193). Hugo continued to disapprove 
of Mankiller’s interest in Indian activism. However, the Red Power 
Movement gave Mankiller the courage to realize that she “did not 
have to live a life based on someone else’s dreams” (Mankiller 159). 
Therefore, when Hugo denied her request to purchase a car to travel 
to tribal events, Mankiller went against her husband’s wishes and 
bought a used red Mazda. The purchase symbolized the first time that 
Mankiller took necessary risks in her “battle to gain control of [her] 
own path and create [her] own destiny (Mankiller 212).  From that 
point forward, developments in the Red Power Movement showed 
Wilma Mankiller that her battle for independence could be won. 
 Tribal independence was not the only goal of the Red Power 
Movement. Many of the movement’s activists came from families 
that had accepted the government’s incentives for relocation. As a 
result, many urban Indians spoke no tribal languages and lacked 
knowledge of ancient ceremonies or customs. To the young urban 
Indians, separation from their tribal heritage amounted to the “theft 
of something priceless, irreplaceable, and with it came a smoldering 
resentment they felt nearly every waking moment” (Smith and War-
rior 199). Wilma Mankiller identified with the movement’s push for 
reconnection with tribal heritage. Although Mankiller had maintained 
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constituents while they are on the campaign trail through playlists that 
are designed to paint a narrative of the candidate or suggest the cam-
paign’s theme; moreover, certain musical genres tend to be associated 
with specific ideologies, such as country’s relationship to conserva-
tism and folk’s relationship to liberalism. Music has also become a 
tool for States to convey messages to their people. Each country’s 
national anthem provides specific examples, but there are also States, 
both past and present, that exercise complete control over the music 
their citizens have access to, so that the State can monitor any poten-
tial political message being delivered to their citizens through music. 
 There has been a wealth of research concerning how music 
affects us emotionally. Anthony Storr’s Music and the Mind and 
Malcolm Budd’s Music and the Emotions speak specifically to mu-
sic’s psychological/physiological effects on the human mind/body. In 
these works, Budd speaks of emotions as having properties of music 
and music’s ability to generate a false consciousness in the listener 
(37-38), suggesting music’s psychological effects. Storr speaks of 
music’s ability to cause “heightened alertness, awareness, interest, and 
excitement: a generally enhanced state of being” (24-25), suggesting 
music’s physiological effects. Together, the works of Budd and Storr 
contend that music’s influence goes beyond being a source of enter-
tainment or artistic expression.
 There has also been a wealth of research concerning how 
music has served the State. This research ranges from broad over-
views of civilizations, such as Frederick H. Martens’ The Influence of 
Music in World History and Herbert Antliffe’s Music in the Life of the 
Ancient Greeks, to narrower studies, such as James A. Davis’ Music 
and Gallantry in Combat During the American Civil War and Charles 
E. Kinzer’s The Band of Music of the First Battalion of Free Men of 
Color and the Siege of New Orleans, 1814-1815. Of these works, the 
former establish music as a factor in State affairs and the latter estab-
lish music’s influence on the battlefield.
 Prior research in these areas has been insular, focusing on 
either music’s relation to the State or music’s psychological/physi-
ological effects. My research will explore the intersection of these 
two strands of research to focus on the effect music has on the human 
psyche/physiology and the resulting emotions that drive both individ-
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uals and nations to commit the violent acts required of war. Through 
an historical examination of how the State has used music to motivate 
soldiers in a time of war, I will trace an evolution that has taken place, 
which has transferred the choice of music being used as a motivating 
factor on the battlefield from the State to the individual soldier. This 
evolution begs the question: how does music serve as a motivating 
factor for soldiers as they prepare to kill or be killed? By exploring 
the intersection of music’s psychological effects on individuals, and 
the resulting emotions that can lead someone to march toward their 
death with the notion that they might have to take a life themselves, I 
will reveal that music has the ability to influence and alter an individ-
ual’s basic survival instincts, so that in opposition to what we know 
we should do, given a good beat, we will march in time toward our 
possible death.


Music and Emotion
 The Greek mathematician and philosopher Pythagoras 
(c. 570-495 BCE) surmised that there exists in music mathematical 
congruencies that create universal scales—or cosmic harmonies—
which endear certain notes to listeners; moreover, he posited that 
these universal scales have a profound and unique effect on people 
(Byrne 305-306). Indeed, in Classical Greek music, the notes of the 
basic scale were associated with the Muses, with each note possessing 
its own attributes and temperament. Born from these notes were the 
seven vowel sounds used in Classical Greek language, which were 
recombined to form the names of their Gods (Byrne 306). The cos-
mic harmonies discovered by Pythagoras “informed every aspect of 
[Greek] life” (Byrne 306). Through his devised mathematical code, 
Pythagoras gained an understanding of music’s relationship to the uni-
verse; moreover, he understood music’s affect on human emotions as 
being a divine aspect of that code, so he did not concern himself with 
how music affected us; that research would fall to later scholars. 
 In Pythagoras’ era, science and the divine were wed, so that 
any scientific theory or discovery was understood in relation to the 
God(s) who were believed to govern the various forces of nature; 
however, religious philosophy and scientific theory have diverged 
over the past two millennia so that the two are now seen as separate 
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The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) has a military 
and political ideology unique from all other individual nations, 


military coalitions, and intergovernmental organizations (IGOs). A 
conventional military and political alliance on paper, NATO con-
sistently promotes its civil interests (liberal-democracy) across the 
globe, while at the same time protecting the desires of the Western 
World. This natural, internal dogma of NATO is a direct result of the 
combined, deliberate, and in many cases, inadvertent influences of the 
three member states: the United States, the United Kingdom, and the 
French Republic. Through the evaluation and comparison of NATO’s 
internal relations (focused upon the three prior mentioned states) dur-
ing its early years and its modern foundations, it is easily recognizable 
that NATO’s ideology is a mosaic of beliefs and actions developed 
through time. 
 Over the span of nearly sixty years, this collage of fluid, un-
certain, and often contentious ideologies and interactions between the 
United States, the United Kingdom, and the Republic of France form 
the collective dogmata of NATO. As a result of the prior mentioned 
amalgamation, this IGO has a tradition of advocating peace and de-
mocracy, while pursuing its own individual interests through com-
bined military force. This Western-based treaty organization is further 
distinguishable by the simple fact that it has been relatively successful 
in creating a strong union between member nations; and, unlike the 
former Warsaw Pact (WP), and other IGOs of the like, NATO has 
been extremely effective in achieving combined unity and success in 
most principle objectives. 
 In order to fully grasp NATO’s ideology, it is pertinent to 
understand its core beginnings, and the means by which the organiza-
tion became the alliance that the world knows it as today. At the close 
of the Second World War in 1945, it was clear that tensions between 
the Soviet-communist controlled Eastern corridor and the European-
American dominated Western sector of Europe were bound to escalate 
(Kennedy, 928-929). European nations, including the United King-
dom and France, signed the Treaty of Brussels in 1948; and, after sev-
eral months of recruitment, the two prior mentioned nations brought 
forth several signatories to this political and military alliance (Ken-
nedy, 931-932). The United States, recognizing the importance of 
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such an alliance and the significance of a combined liberal-democratic 
front against Eastern communism, subsequently drafted (alongside the 
nations within the Treaty of Brussels) and signed the North Atlantic 
Treaty in 1949 (NATO, 2012). 
 The North Atlantic Treaty, the founding document of NATO, 
was primarily authored by United States’ foreign policy architects, 
in conjunction with advisories from the Republic of France and the 
United Kingdom (Kennedy, 928-929). From the beginning of the 
negotiations between the representatives of the United States, France, 
and Great Britain, discussion was bogged down by disputes in regards 
to differences in national-political ideology as well as technocratic 
variances; the most central of these issues existed between the Repub-
lic of France and the United States. As a result of the United States’ 
reconstruction strategy for war-torn European nations (the Marshall 
Plan), as well as the personal benevolence of many foreign policy 
experts, the United States felt that West Germany’s involvement in 
NATO was essential for success. France, as Lawrence Kaplan in his 
book The United States and NATO: The Formative Years points out, 
was not as fond: “Frenchmen [remembered] German behavior under 
the Nazis…and made it impossible for them to accept Germans as 
colleagues in a common effort [such as NATO]” (Kaplan, 24). 
 Franco-American discontent was heightened when the hege-
monic power of the United States pushed unwaveringly past French 
resistance to include West Germany in the North Atlantic Treaty by 
1951. With the dawn of the tensions of Korea in the early 1950s, the 
United States, through NATO, pushed for the rearmament of West 
Germany (Krauss, 107-108), a move not lost to the already malcon-
tent French Government. To make these contentious matters even 
more precarious, the French Government, under President Charles de 
Gaul, claimed that a “special relationship” existed between the United 
Kingdom and the United States—an indirect result from the Middle 
Eastern conflict revolving around the Suez Canal—and demanded a 
tri-rule system of governance to eliminate this Anglo bias (NATO, 
2012; Krauss 110-11; Kaplan, 24-27). France, following NATO’s 
refusal to recognize de Gaul’s request, threatened to remove itself 
from the alliance. The North Atlantic Treaty Organization states that 
“in 1966, France [announced] that it will no longer assign its forces to 
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the South, “Dixie,” “When Johnny Comes Marching Home Again,” 
and “The Bonnie Blue Flag” were often played to rally the troops on 
during battles (Civil War Culture). In referring to the music played 
during Civil War battles, Davis asserts that there was “a peculiar link 
between the notes and the fighting, one more complex than merely 
providing an adrenaline boost with patriotic music” (141). Possibly, 
more than any other war, music was as important to the soldiers on 
the battlefield as the weapon in their hands.
 As previously noted, mechanized warfare of the 20th century 
changed both the nature of warfare and the nature of music present on 
the battlefield. During WWI, bands no longer led troops on marches 
across battlefields, as the troops were now deeply entrenched along 
the lines. However, these changes did not alter the soldiers’ desire for 
music to accompany them in battle. Indeed, an article written dur-
ing the war stated that “the armies of today need music as much as 
they need ammunition” (“Music and War” 27), quoting one soldier 
as saying “’We want bullets and mouth organs’” (“Music and War” 
27). Now that the soldiers needed to supply their own music for the 
battlefield, a musical instrument was as vital to a soldier as were bul-
lets for his rifle. Stressing the importance of music to the soldiers, the 
article concluded by asserting that, for the soldiers, “Music fulfills a 
need nothing else can supply” (“Music and War” 27). Mechanized 
warfare may have considerably changed the face of the battlefield, but 
the importance of music to the soldiers in battle remained firm.
 The 21st century has brought yet another change in warfare, 
as well as another change in how music is delivered to the battlefield. 
The modern “War on Terror” often presents no clear enemy on the 
battlefield, yet soldiers must always be on guard as they patrol. The 
U.S. military has modernized and downsized. It now relies on small 
platoons of soldiers patrolling the mountains of Afghanistan or the 
streets of Iraq, looking to identify enemy insurgents, while also trying 
to avoid any traps or ambushes the enemy has set for them. The way 
that the soldiers bring music to the battlefield has also modernized 
and downsized. The digital age has made it so each soldier can carry 
hundreds, if not thousands of songs in their pocket, and most do. 
 In his book Sound Targets, Jonathan Pieslak provides a 
detailed account of soldiers and their music as they served in Iraq. 


Pieslak’s account reveals that soldiers in Iraq used various devices 
such as laptop computers, CD players, iPods, and mp3 players to 
provide music for themselves during their tour. Pieslak also noted that 
some tanks and Humvees were equipped with improvised systems 
that allowed the soldiers to listen to music while on patrol in those 
vehicles (3). Recounting an interview with Sergeant First Class C. 
J. Grisham, who served during the initial invasion of Iraq in March 
2003, Pieslak tells us Grisham’s account of the ubiquitous use of 
music by the troops: “Almost everyone had a CD player. You walk 
into any tent and if anybody is there, they’ve got headphones on. 
And if there isn’t anybody there, then they’re playing music without 
headphones” (3). Grisham went on to say, “As for me personally, 
from the moment I woke, I had music kind of wake me up and get me 
going” (3-4). Through his research, Pieslak reveals that various genres 
of music were used by soldiers in Iraq: metal, hip-hop, country, and 
jazz were the most prevalent (3). Pieslak’s research also revealed that 
while the soldiers in Iraq consisted of diverse ethnic, economic, and 
cultural backgrounds, they had a shared desire for music as a compan-
ion on the battlefield; even if that battlefield is loosely defined now.
 To be sure, the manner in which States wage war has changed 
considerably over the last two centuries; consequently, so has the 
way music is made available to soldiers on the battlefield. However, 
throughout that time, there has been one constant: soldiers value 
music on the battlefield nearly as much as they value the gear that 
keeps them alive. In the stresses of battle, music can serve to relax, 
motivate, energize, and/or rejuvenate them. It can also provide them 
with an escape, or a false consciousness, that allows them to face the 
prospect of having to kill or be killed. Music is truly a soldier’s com-
panion on the battlefield.


Conclusion
 In preparing for battle, or while actually engaged in it, music’s 
intrinsic physiological and psychological effects on the human body 
and mind can heighten a soldier’s alertness and awareness, as well 
as juxtapose reality of the perilous situation that they are in with the 
emotions brought on by the music at hand. Throughout history, States 
have been attuned to the effect that music has on soldiers and have 
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the Marshall Plan, NATO had developed the ideology of exclusion 
towards the Eastern Bloc because NATO’s primary rival, the Warsaw 
Pact, was comprised primarily of member states within this region 
(Sjursen, 689-691). However, with the elimination of the Soviet in-
fluenced Eastern Bloc, the philosophy of NATO changed from one of 
exclusivity to one of inclusion; membership was extended to the en-
tirety of Europe, expanding the collective political ideology of NATO 
(Kydd, 805-807; Kennedy, 1062). As with all major power-players 
within a political-realm, change becomes necessary as situations, ele-
ments, and other variables are altered.  
 As a moral public servant, NATO altered its short-term objec-
tives to conform to a changing world, but did not sacrifice its overall 
image and principled stature. And, while many of NATO’s minor at-
tributes were reformed following the end of the Cold War, much of its 
core ideology, as well as its underlying tension from within, remained. 
A primary example of this can be found in the caveats formed within 
the North Atlantic Treaty resulting from the Afghan War. According 
to the corporate British news company, The Guardian, in 2001 NATO, 
for the first time in its 50 year history, implemented article five of the 
North Atlantic Treaty: “The Parties agree that an armed attack against 
one or more of them…shall be considered an attack against them 
all and consequently they agree that, if such an armed attack occurs, 
each of them…will assist the Party or Parties so attacked by taking…
such action as it deems necessary, including the use of armed force, to 
restore and maintain the security of the North Atlantic area” (NATO, 
2012; The Guardian). 
 As Stephen Saideman and David Auerswald point out in their 
article “Understanding the Sources of National Restrictions upon 
NATO’s Mission in Afghanistan,” the original mission in Afghani-
stan—Operation Enduring Freedom—was successfully spearheaded 
by the combined efforts of the United States, United Kingdom, and 
France. However, problems began to occur as early as 2003, and 
have since escalated, exposing the deeply engrained tension between 
the Anglo “partnership” and France (Saideman). The rift, moreover, 
caused by this conflict in the “graveyard of empires,” transcends the 
Anglo-Franc rivalry. It also manufactured an attitude of complacency 
amongst member nations which made only made the Afghanistan con-


flict difficult to deal with, but created detrimental problems for future 
unitary efforts (Saideman; Layne).
 Despite NATO’s internal tension and inconsistency of policy 
between nations, both past and present, it has demonstrated itself 
as the most powerful amongst IGOs. Inter-State friction, as well as 
political, ideological, and military differences, have shaken NATO to 
its breaking point over the past 60 years. Yet, many hold that the very 
existence of NATO today, or its surprisingly common success in the 
past, would be impossible without the existence of the prior men-
tioned “negative” characteristics. 
 Christopher Layne, in his article “This Time It’s Real: The 
End of Unipolarity and the Pax Americana,” makes clear that a large 
portion of NATOs historic success can be attributed to its lack of 
hegemonic rule (Layne). This conclusion can be easily seen by simply 
reviewing the issue of Franco-American discontent mentioned above: 
France, a relatively large and powerful state, was able to confront 
U.S. domination and challenge her. As a result, smaller and less 
significant players within NATO could, if so desired, join the “resis-
tance,” and work contrary to the U.S. or British goals (Layne; Kaplan, 
24). Unlike the Warsaw Pact, and similar IGOs such as the African 
Union, NATO (despite modern assumptions) had/has no singular 
nation that could make decisions unilaterally, without the consent of 
other member states; hence, disenfranchisement is rare, and coopera-
tion is high. 
 Kaplan, utilizing comparable logic to Layne nearly thirty 
years prior, comes to a complementary conclusion in regards to NA-
TO’s contentious nature. The disposition of NATO (one of tension and 
in-fighting) was essential, and it can be inferred that it is still today, to 
the longevity of the aforementioned IGO (Kaplan, 27).  Furthering his 
opinion over the importance of the politically heated membership of 
the North Atlantic Treaty, Kaplan claims that “it has not been Ameri-
can coercion that explains its survival thirty-five years [as of 1984] 
after its inception,” nor the existence of an external threat. Rather, 
continues Kaplan, it was the ability of the Western World to come 
together and create “European partners” to combat the demoralization 
(communism and discontentment) of Europe and maintain coopera-
tive administration (Kaplan, 27-30). Because NATO was informally 
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“One out of every three miles of road on the federal-aid eligible road 
system is now in poor condition” (State of Michigan, 2010). Accord-
ing to the MIDashboard website, 35 percent of the pavements that 
makes up Michigan’s roads, that are eligible for federal assistance, are 
in “poor” condition and another 47 percent is not too far away from 
being considered “poor.” On top of that, 13.5 percent of all bridges 
within the state are considered to be “structurally deficient.” These are 
problems that need to be addressed in a timely fashion or we risk suf-
fering great consequences.
 
Cost-Effective Materials 
One way to help create a better road system in a cost-effective man-
ner is to produce better materials at a cheaper rate. An example of this 
was recently shown in the study produced by the Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation (MDOT) with the help of private and county 
road maintenance crews along a stretch of US-10. After a 24-month 
period, 2 out of 21 test sections were still rated as “excellent” and 
recommended to be used in the crack filling process along roadways 
(Bennett and Eacker, pg. 1, 1998). This study showed road crews 
which materials were best to increase the life of the roadway, there-
fore becoming cost effective. 
 
Michigan Fuel Surcharge Tax 
None of the above proposals can be accomplished if there is a lack 
of money to fund such an overhaul of Michigan’s vital infrastructure. 
A lack of funding has already proven to be detrimental to the road 
system. “In 1996, only 64 percent of the state highways were in good 
or fair condition. In 2007, Michigan’s goal of 90 percent of all state 
highways in good or fair condition was achieved. By 2014, it is pre-
dicted that these gains could be significantly decreased, if not com-
pletely lost” (Michigan Transportation Asset Management Council, 
pg. 22, 2010).  
 
Established in the Motor Vehicle Tax Act (PA 403 of 2000), the “gas 
tax” is a tax on each gallon of gasoline and diesel fuel sold in the 
State of Michigan (SOM). The tax rate for gasoline is 19 cents per 
gallon and 15 cents per gallon for diesel fuel. At this rate the SOM 


brings in roughly $968 million. However, the tax rates were last 
changed in 1997 to their current set rate. In 2011 though, these rates 
are outdated. If the rates were set to fluctuate with inflation, the cur-
rent combined total amount of revenue is estimated at $1.9877 billion. 
That is an increase of $1.0197 billion.  


An additional source of increased revenue would be to raise the rates 
on vehicle license fees, registration fees, permits, and other miscel-
laneous costs already dedicated to the Michigan Transportation Fund. 
Due to a variation in prices, it is hard to say how many registration 
fees, permits, etc. are sold annually; however, raising the rates by no 
more than a dollar will help to provide extra revenue to assist in pur-
chasing the necessary upgrades to Michigan’s infrastructure. 
 
Revise Act 51 
Finally, the last proposed solution to help solve the problems plaguing 
the great State of Michigan would be to revise Act 51. The revision 
of Act 51 would help to ensure that money is not being spent in areas 
where it is no longer needed like it was when the Act was created. 
This will provide a more efficient way of spending our limited rev-
enue. These are the several proposals to look at when talking about 
how to get Michigan back on track to being a state which is able to 
support itself without making huge cuts in its budget. The State of 
Michigan needs to act quickly before it is too late and these are just 
a few to consider when discussing the outdated, deteriorating and 
dangerous infrastructure housed in this state. A final source of rev-
enue will come from the federal government. If the SOM can procure 
another $87 million, they will then qualify for $475 million from the 
federal government. “The Michigan Department of Transportation es-
timates that an MTF funding level of $1.8 billion would result in the 
state losing its claim on approximately $475 million in federal trans-
portation funding that is reserved for State of Michigan road projects 
under the federal SAFETEA-LU law” (Anderson Economic). Because 
Michigan does not claim this money, it is passed along to another 
state that does have the funds to match it. 
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growing awareness of HIV/AIDS in the 1980s and the ongoing racism-
fuelled indifference towards the scourge in Africa” (135). Unmentioned 
in Ahmed’s article is the “zombies in Africa” controversy of 2009 when 
Capcom released the fifth installment in the hugely popular Resident 
Evil video game series. The game takes place in Africa (the alleged 
origin of human life) and started drawing controversy in 2007 after the 
first trailer was debuted. Newsweek editor N’Gai Croal believed that 
since the main character was a Caucasian male who killed predomi-
nantly black African enemies, the game was “dovetailed with classic 
racist imagery.” The game makers eventually added an additional dark 
skinned female protagonist and a more diverse group of enemies.
 George A. Romero has widely been considered the godfather of 
the modern, semi-intelligent zombie for writing and directing the films 
Night of the Living Dead (1968), Dawn of the Dead (1978), and many 
more, pulling the zombie genre out of its voodoo roots. One technique 
that was particularly useful in personalizing attacks on survivors is 
infecting (or changing) people close to them and forcing a “kill or be 
killed” response on someone they were close to. In the remake of his 
popular film Dawn of the Dead (2004), the main characters enter a 
mall where an infected and pregnant young woman dies and gives birth 
to a zombie child. Her caretakers then have to kill the newborn child, 
emotionally drawing the audience in and then proceeding to rip out 
their hearts. A very important school of thinking that Romero brought 
to the genre of zombie films is that the survivors of the attack generally 
are capable of surviving until character flaws or a crucial mistake or 
miscalculation leads them to their death. The effect that this cinematic 
technique in particular has is that it allows the audience to see that the 
flaws that are evident in the human race (based on a representation of 
a small sample) are the reason for the ultimate downfall of humanity, 
not some disease or experiment. Romero is a pessimist when it comes 
to judging humanity, as revealed in his films. The protagonists of his 
stories are threatened by other survivors just as much as they are by the 
undead, coming under constant threat of murder, rape, looting, and tor-
ture. Instead of presenting humanity as cooperative, Romero expresses 
his disgust with humanity.
 In his essay “Shambling Towards Mount Improbable to Be 
Born,” Sean Moreland discusses the history of zombie films and how 
the evolution of society has led to changes in zombie films over time. 


Using works like I am Legend (Richard Matheson’s 1954 novel) and 
multiple films by Romero, Moreland points out how failures in human 
nature and flawed experiments have created an incredibly flawed group 
of humans. His argument is that man’s quest for increasing knowledge 
and pushing all known boundaries has led to an “inadequacy in hu-
man reason” (Moreland, 83). Moreland’s analyses of Romero’s films 
emphasize how, as a filmmaker, he pushed the boundaries for what the 
audience thinks. In Romero’s films the explanation for the zombie out-
breaks integrates itself into the plot of the movie in a cleaner way than 
other films. Romero uses a mixture of religion and evolution, combined 
with scientific experimentation, to show that the human race is guilty 
of scientific hubris; it is a “proud, sinful humanity” that deserves the 
punishment it receives (Mooreland, 85). Moreland sees Romero’s zom-
bies as “hopeful monsters, especially by comparison to the (hopeless?) 
human beings from whom they have emerged” (86). What the zombies 
represent changes from film to film: they are an argument against mul-
tiple facets of our humanity such as capitalism, evolution, materialism, 
and more. Thus, “Romero’s zombies potently suggest that Dead is the 
new alive,” perhaps in more ways than even Moreland imagines (86).
 The most important part of Moreland’s article is near the end 
when he brings up a quote from Romero that says “it’s all about the 
people, how they address the situation, or fail to address it,” meaning 
that the movies are really not focused on zombies, but rather human 
nature and its shortcomings (86). Moreland believes that some of the 
horror in the movies is watching the survivors “fail to effectively adapt 
to their radically transformed environment” while the world around 
them continues to move on (86). Moreland’s analysis is well con-
structed and makes many important points; however, he fails to bring 
up a link between society as we know it today and the zombie masses 
in the films. However, this section from his essay is the pinnacle for the 
argument that zombies in zombie films are representative of humans in 
a modern culture where technological and cultural advancements hap-
pen far too rapidly for society to keep up. He may not have recognized 
it but it relates to people getting lost in a sea of distractions making it 
impossible for them to effectively participate in community strength-
ening events. It is also difficult for people to take care of their bodies 
with proper diet and exercise when fast food and relaxing in front of 
the television have become cultural staples in modern society. Walking 
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 Zombieland demonstrates the growing decline of political 
knowledge with a conversation between Tallahassee and Little Rock 
regarding one of the most influential political and social activists the 
world has ever seen. While they were riding in the car, Tallahassee is 
appalled to discover that Little Rock does not know who Bill Murray is 
and exclaims, “I mean, that’s like asking who Gandhi is.” Little Rock, 
perplexed, replies, “Who’s Gandhi?” Little Rock is representative of 
the nation’s youth, and it is very disconcerting that she does not know 
who Gandhi is since she is obviously old enough to have had at least 
some sort of formal education. Democracy is a system of government 
that is supposed to be fueled by the participation of the people, and 
with participation and political education dropping off the charts, it 
does not bode well for the country. Certainly there are still people who 
are knowledgeable about American politics and world figures, but as 
time goes on the number of these people are obviously shrinking. 
 Pop culture and media across the world are also changing to 
keep up with the increasingly careless and self-satisfying populations. 
The culture filling the heads of Americans emphasizes basic needs like 
sex, sleep, and food which can simplify the needs and wants of the 
population. The necessity of simplicity being used in advertisements 
has been proven by the length of sound bites (actual sound clips of 
people talking) used on political television ads and news broadcasts. 
In 1968 the average length of a sound bite on a political commercial 
was over 43 seconds long, but 24 years later (1992) the average was 
shortened to less than 9 seconds (bostonglobe.com). A change like 
this suggests that Americans have increasingly shortening attention 
spans and that any commercial involving politics can no longer rely on 
the words of the candidate but instead must rely on how aesthetically 
pleasing the ad is. Zombies are the pinnacle of being careless, simple, 
and self-satisfying as they take care of themselves and do not bother 
to assist any group or individual. In the film, the zombies are attracted 
to the lights and sounds of the Pacific Playland amusement park only 
because they are visually pleasing and draw people in. This is similar 
to the way that people are now drawn to short flashy advertisements 
and things like the “bright lights of Broadway” are meant to draw in 
crowds. Once the characters are in the theme park, the visuals in the 
film make them look more like large theme park crowds than like scary 
monsters. When Tallahassee is in the shooting booth, he is mobbed and 


surrounded by screaming zombies similar to frenzied children rushing 
towards a game. Similarly, when Wichita and Little Rock are sitting in 
Power Tower ride, the zombies flock to the front of the ride, simulating 
people waiting their turn to ride (or climb up) the tower.
 Citizen participation and civic engagement have also been 
rapidly declining in local politics for the last thirty years. One of the 
simplest ways to become involved at a local level is to attend any sort 
of community meeting or participate in local school affairs. However, 
according to poll samples from the Roper Organization, the number 
of people actually attending these meetings dropped from 22 percent 
in 1973 to 13 percent in 1993. Robert Putnam discussed in his article 
“Bowling Alone” that the lack of participation has surpassed the physi-
cal realm and in the last thirty years large numbers of Americans have 
become disengaged psychologically from politics as well. When asked 
how much people trust the government in Washington the number of 
people answering “some of the time” or “almost never” went from 30 
percent to 75 percent in only 26 years (Putnam, 4). The pinnacle of 
Putnam’s argument is that the social fabric of America is actually dete-
riorating due to the lack of civic engagement by American citizens. The 
clichéd American cul-de-sac throwing a patriotic Fourth of July party 
is a distant memory as growing numbers of people spend less time with 
their neighbors.
 The main character, Columbus, begins the zombie apocalypse 
as one of these disengaged Americans. Columbus’s first encounter with 
any type of zombie coincidentally happened with his neighbor, whom 
he knew only as 406 (Amber Heard), after he trustfully let into his 
home only to have her try and eat him. 406 had apparently lived across 
from Columbus for some time; however, he never knew her name or 
even the faintest detail about her. After 406 initially turns into a zom-
bie, Columbus sums up his trust for fellow humans by saying, “You 
see? You just can’t trust anyone. The first girl I let into my life and she 
tries to eat me.” This encounter is completely symbolic of what Putnam 
was discussing in “Bowling Alone” with this new generation since 
there is obviously an incredible amount of disconnect between these 
two teenagers who only live across the hall from each other. Putnam 
says that there are “adverse trends in social connectedness” that need 
to be reversed to restore “civic engagement and civic trust,” actively 
demonstrated by the neighborly disconnect between Columbus and 406 
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to find more Twinkies even with his new “family.” Tallahassee is the 
perfect embodiment of the conservative ideology with his strong ties 
to tradition and family and his distaste for change. The conservative 
principle that Tallahassee best embodies is “to enjoy what is available 
rather than to wish for or to look for something else” (Oakeshott 148), 
since he never complains about the zombie invasion and seems content 
to do what he is best at: killing zombies.
 The protagonist of the movie, Columbus, undergoes a series of 
changes to transform into a liberal character. When the apocalypse hits, 
Columbus is firmly entrenched in his isolated lifestyle, playing comput-
er games every night and maintaining close ties to his parents. Once the 
zombie invasion has wrecked the country, his primary objective became 
to return home to Columbus, Ohio so that he can find his family and 
try and live normally. Columbus also is not a risk taker and errs on the 
side of extreme caution when making decisions, being very careful not 
to make a decision that would jeopardize his well-being. Columbus is 
also a great example of the growth of electronic communication prior to 
the zombie apocalypse since he never leaves his home and is addicted 
to playing the computer game “World of Warcraft.” After he starts to 
come out of his shell and change as a character, his opinions of social 
networking and electronic communication changes and he explains that 
his favorite part about zombieland is “no Facebook status updates.” 
 Moreover, as the film progresses, Columbus begins to realize 
that it can be just as important to break the rules as it is to be cautious. 
Columbus is very interested in impressing what could be the last single 
girl on the planet (Wichita) and steps entirely out of his comfort zone 
to prove that he can put on the “hero” image. Unlike the more conser-
vative Tallahassee, he shows that he is willing to change, and during 
a scene in Bill Murray’s theater when Little Rock says her sister likes 
“bad boys,” he promptly knocks over the popcorn they were eating. 
Columbus transitions from a scared and cautious person to a risk-taking 
hero who is willing to break his own rules. The pinnacle for this is at 
the end of the film when his rule “Don’t be a Hero” shows up on screen 
and changes to “Be a Hero,” proving that he will break his own rules 
and face his biggest fear (clowns) to save his loved ones. One of the 
great lines of the movie is Columbus admitting that Tallahassee was 
right and his sets of rules were “more like guidelines anyways,” and 
that he has the capacity to break them. The overall optimism towards 


his new group of friends and the world in general, combined with his 
willingness to accept and embrace change, defines him as a liberal 
character.
 Compared to Tallahassee and Columbus, Little Rock and 
Wichita do not seem to lack a political ideology. These characters have 
much less screen time and we do not learn much about their backstory. 
The two girls are more representative of average citizens who are run-
ning into constant troubles with their daily lives. Interestingly, when-
ever Tallahassee and Columbus comes to the aid of girls by themselves, 
or when they disagree about the best plan of action, they fail. Similar 
to when Republicans and Democrats butt heads in American politics, 
the two men bicker and disagree, and nothing is accomplished. The 
benefits of bipartisanship are revealed in the film’s climax when the two 
finally work together in Pacific Playland, managing to rescue the girls 
from their predicament and save the day for the time being. Incredible 
amounts of progress could be made in America if only the political 
system worked this way, with more compromise and cooperation rather 
than arguments and inaction.
 By the film’s end we see the true dichotomy between the small 
group of survivors and the zombies. Columbus and Tallahassee do a 
great deal to work on improving or remembering their personal lives 
and remaining involved in their small ever-changing community. Yet, 
they are contrasted not to “monsters,” but to fairly ordinary people who 
happen to be zombies. Zombieland does a brilliant job of showing the 
zombies as people, since they wander the streets, stores, and gas sta-
tions just like normal people. In fact, many of the zombies in the film 
(such as the gas station attendant at the gas station and the clown in the 
amusement park) are still wearing their work uniforms and remain at 
their place of employment months into the zombie infestation. Since 
the zombies have some incredible human characteristics, they really 
seem like a group of citizens completely caught up in intense, self-sat-
isfying behavior. It is mentioned earlier in the movie that Columbus’s 
greatest fear is clowns, and when the clown zombie finally appears, 
he is frightening because he is clown, not because he is a zombie. A 
similar point is made when Bill Murray mentions that he saw Eddie 
Van Halen at the Hollywood Ball among several other celebrities after 
the zombie apocalypse already happened. A majority of the people 
discussed or shown in the film are not thought of as zombies, but rather 
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zens over what they perceived as a “’material diminishment’ of water 
flows” (Prichard, 2003, p. 1), the Michigan legislature met in 2005 to 
reform the state’s water law. 
 By December 6, 2005, a package of bills had passed commit-
tee that would regulate withdrawals exceeding 100,000 gallons per 
day, and required a permit to withdraw more than 2,000,000 gallons 
annually. These pieces of legislation (SB 850-852, SB 854 and SB 
857), collectively known as the Water Legacy Act, were amendments 
to the aforementioned Natural Resources and Environmental Protec-
tion Act, and eventually passed and went into effect on February 28, 
2006 (GONGWER, Water Bills, 2005; GONGWER, Legislature, 
2006).
 Although these bills were regarded as a big step forward for 
Michigan’s water policy, environmental groups were highly disap-
pointed and soon demanded tougher restrictions. These groups de-
manded that the threshold for a permit be lowered to 100,000 gallons 
annually and that the state’s groundwater be placed in a public trust. 
A public trust would place all of the state’s water under public con-
trol, allowing more cohesive governance and force companies to work 
directly with the state government in order to withdraw water for sale 
(Alexander, 2008).
 The next big step for Michigan came in 2008, when the state 
became the last to ratify the Great Lakes Compact. The Compact 
consists of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, New York, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, who cooperate to regulate water man-
agement in the Great Lakes Basin. Under the legislation, all eight 
governors must consent before water can be transported out of the 
region, and restrictions are placed on how much water can be drawn 
from surface and ground sources (GONGWER, Great Lakes, 2008).  
 Once again, environmental groups were disappointed in the 
lack of strict limits on water use and the failure to create a public 
trust, but the legislation was called “a defining moment in Michigan 
history” by Governor Jennifer Granholm and “among the most signifi-
cant pieces of legislation we have passed in a generation” by Repre-
sentative Craig DeRoche (GONGWER, Great Lakes, 2008).


History in Texas
 Being surrounded by a wealth of fresh water on all sides, 
Michigan finds itself in a peculiar situation with regard to water 
rights. For many states, particularly in the Southwest, the water situ-
ation is not governed by an excess, but rather by a sharp limitation 
on availability. A good example of how this has caused water law to 
develop differently can be seen in the case of Texas.
 In Texas, state water law is divided between four distinct 
classes of water: natural surface water, diffused surface water, perco-
lating groundwater, and underground streams. Surface water is gov-
erned by a combination of the Doctrine of Riparian Right (explained 
in the introduction) and the Doctrine of Prior Appropriation, which 
operates under the assumption that water rights are separate from 
land ownership and may be sold like property. It also establishes that 
the first person to utilize a water source has primary right, and subse-
quent users may be allowed access as long as they don’t interfere with 
prior users (Kaiser, 1987, pp. 6, 17-19). In legislative terms, this is 
governed by the Texas Water Rights Adjudication Act of 1967, which 
requires any citizen/company/municipality/etc. claiming riparian right 
to file a claim with the Texas Water Commission. If their application 
is approved, the citizen is granted a permit which allows them to with-
draw a specific amount of water (Kaiser, 1987, pp. 19-20).
 Meanwhile, groundwater is governed by a completely sepa-
rate set of laws influenced by the “separation myth,” or the belief 
that groundwater and surface water are separate and unrelated. While 
surface water is believed to be state property and is thus governed by 
the state, groundwater is considered private property and is governed 
by the law of absolute ownership. Under absolute ownership, ground-
water is owned by whoever owns the land above it, and “a landowner 
has a right to take for use or sale all the water that he can capture from 
below his land” (Kaiser, 1987, p. 32). This right has been established 
by the legislature and reaffirmed as recently as 2011 when the Texas 
Senate “[clarified] that you do have a vested interest in that water 
below your property” (Galbraith, 2011; Kaiser, 1987, pp. 31-32).
 Texas has attempted to regulate use of groundwater by estab-
lishing Groundwater Conservation Districts. Created by legislation in 
1949 and 1985, these districts can establish rules for use and conser-
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predicted.


Conclusions
 However states choose to address the issue, groundwater reg-
ulation is something that needs to be immediately addressed. States 
are saddled with a combination of traditional views towards water 
rights and an historic misunderstanding of the relationship between 
ground and surface water, which has put them far behind on this issue. 
If cities continue to expand, and water continues to become scarcer 
and scarcer, there will surely be serious consequences.
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constructed as a multi-lateral decision-making body, separate from 
full American oversight, the combined Atlantic nations were able to 
form, and currently are, a strong military and political alliance.
 The North Atlantic Treaty, an incredible leap away from the 
individual ideals of the United States, the United Kingdom, and the 
Republic of France, was the most perfect of imperfections. These 
aforementioned three states of NATO, through quarrelsome and 
antagonistic compromise, developed a twelve-article long document 
declaring the joint nations’ intentions (Kaplan, 24, 25, 33-35; NATO, 
2012). This initial treaty and its wording, which remain the dictum of 
the organization at hand to this day, is a document which would set 
the tone for a continually contentious alliance. Throughout the Cold 
War, and continuing into the modern era, the member states of NATO 
have consistently been at unease; the comparison of the Cold War and 
the modern-era NATOs have yielded few, if any, major alterations. 
Animosity, contentious cooperation, and combative actions have 
been common variables of NATO and her member states. Despite 
this negative interpretation, many experts contend that, without such 
conflict within NATO, this IGO would not have been as strong as she 
was; nor would it still be around to this day. 
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Work. According to him, “without the direction of specialists in dif-
ferent branches of science, such as technical men, the transformation 
toward socialism is impossible, for socialism demands a conscious 
mass movement toward a comparatively higher productivity of labor on 
the basis which has been obtained by capitalism.”11 
 In The Soviets at Work, Lenin likens the use of specialists to a 
military offensive during war time. Lenin sums this up by saying:
 This can be explained by comparing our position in the war against   
 capitalism with the position of a victorious army which has 
 captured, let us say, half or two-thirds of the enemy’s territory   
 and is compelled to halt the offensive in order to recuperate,   
 to increase the supply of ammunition, to repair and strengthen the   
 communication lines, to build new store-houses, to bring up    
 new reserves, etc.12 
The use of specialists, therefore, is not an admission of fault, or even 
an indicator of peace, but rather, a necessary period of respite that will 
enable Lenin and the Bolsheviks to destroy capitalism once and for all. 
After a brief period of roughly a year (maybe less), the soviet economy 
should, in theory, have increased sufficiently to match that of the west-
ern capitalist nations, and once that goal had been achieved, the com-
plete submission of the specialists would be possible, finally marking a 
complete transition to socialism.13 
 Despite Lenin’s pragmatism in recognizing that the Soviet sys-
tem could not effectively function without capitalist-level production, 
his proposal of bringing in specialists was met with much criticism 
from a variety of sources. It seems likely that this proposal would have 
been rejected by some of the more hardline Bolsheviks who argued that 
this form of capitalism would be detrimental to the socialist cause. The 
most prominent critics, however, were “the lackeys of the bourgeoisie, 
particularly the petty kind, like the Mensheviks and the Social Revo-
lutionists of the Right, [who] will sneer at our admission that we are 
taking a step backward”14 
 These sneers and criticisms needed to be ignored, Lenin argued, 
and instead, the Bolsheviks needed to explain to the people why these 
specialists (and their inflated salaries) were necessary for the continued 


 11. Lenin, The soviets at work, 14.
 12. Ibid, 11.
 13. Ibid, 17.
 14. Lenin, The soviets at work, 15.


survival of the state. Lenin predicted that the people would support this 
endeavor when they understood that it was for the greater good, and 
that they would lose more money each year from their backwardness 
than they would ever pay through salaries for these specialists. In fact, 
spending 50 million rubles per year on these specialists was not only 
not excessive or unbearable, but an investment in the future of the Rus-
sian people.15 
 It was not enough to merely increase the levels of production, 
however. Products would do no good for the Russian people if they 
could not be properly produced and distributed throughout the vast 
country. This was the next challenge for the Russian proletariat: “the 
positive and constructive work of establishing an extremely complex 
and delicate net of newly organized relationships covering the system-
atic production and distribution of products which are necessary for the 
existence of tens of millions of people.”16 
 This task comes down to one point that Lenin repeatedly comes 
back to throughout his writings: the problem of management. This is, 
according to Lenin, the most urgent problem facing Russia at the time, 
even more so than the suppression of resistance and convincing people 
of the rightness of their cause. However, despite the management of 
labor being the most pressing issue, it is necessary for the transfor-
mation of Russia from a soviet into a true socialist republic. This is 
because, “despite the resistance of the bourgeoisie, the Mensheviks and 
the Social-Revolutionists of the Right… the practical solution of these 
elementary problems would mean that we will have overcome the orga-
nization difficulties of the first steps toward Socialism.”17 
 Taking the first steps toward socialism is no simple task, as 
Lenin would testify in his writing The Soviets at Work. The biggest 
problem facing Russia, as mentioned before, was the establishment 
of efficient organization, such as those found in the Taylor system of 
scientific management of production. The only possible way to create 
this efficient and organized system is through what Karl Marx called 
a “dictatorship of the Proletariat,” or a system in which the working 
class had political power over the state. And according to Lenin, this is 
precisely what the Soviet system was: an organized dictatorship of the 


 15. Ibid, 16. 
 16. Ibid, 5.
 17. Lenin, The soviets at work, 9.
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greatly from the property development expected in each city. Also 
influencing Michigan’s economy, the property value surrounding each 
BRT route would increase. Property value has been shown to increase 
by $10,000 when located within 100 to 1,000 feet of the mass transit 
platform (“Ann”).  
 
Besides creating nine different BRT systems in Michigan, this pro-
posal also seeks to establish a private-public partnership (P3) with the 
Greyhound Bus Company. The Greyhound Bus Company is chosen 
for this proposal because it has provided transportation to more than 
25 million passengers annually (“Greyhound”). The Greyhound buses 
will either utilize existing carpool parking lots similar to Park ’n Ride 
or rest stops along the highways. Besides providing transportation be-
tween these nine cities, the Greyhound buses will also stop at the Flint 
Bishop International Airport, Lansing Capitol City Airport and the 
Gerald R. Ford International Airport in Grand Rapids. By providing 
services to the airports, visitors from outside Michigan will be encour-
aged to utilize mass transit to reach their destination in Michigan.  
 
Complete Streets 
Communities that do not effectively include basic forms of transporta-
tion can leave many citizens disconnected from their surroundings. In 
these communities, residents who are without a car will find it dif-
ficult to travel to shopping locations or places of worship, effectively 
removing them from the rest of the community.  
 
A complete streets policy is designed to eliminate disconnect that 
those without a car might feel, as well as to further promote a lively 
atmosphere within a city. A walkable community is built to scale and 
can be traversed in a reasonable amount of time. Effective walkable 
communities are within a quarter mile radius from the community’s 
center. A walkable community is easily navigated. However, this is 
not a short-term program. Long term city planning is required to cre-
ate the infrastructure that citizens will need and utilize (“12 Charac-
teristics”).  
 


While Michigan already has laws relating to a Complete Streets 
policy, there are additional steps that need to be taken in order to en-
sure the future viability of urban areas. The National Complete Streets 
Coalition (NCSC) has devised a grading system to rate the policies for 
every state, county, and municipality. Policies are rated in ten differ-
ent categories: intent, accommodation, network, jurisdiction, phas-
ing, exceptions, design, context, measures, and implementation. The 
NCSC recommended that Michigan improve in the following areas:  


1. Intent: The NCSC focuses on clear, direct language in this category. 
Michigan’s policy lacks clarity and direction for cities looking to 
engage or expand their own policies. 


2. Jurisdiction: This category focuses on the integration of all trans-
portation departments from the state level to the municipal level. To 
improve in this category, NCSC recommends that Michigan amend 
its current law to include language mandating that local governments 
adopt a Complete Streets policy. For example, section 1a of Hawaii’s 
Senate Bill No. 718 states, “The department of transportation and 
the county transportation departments shall adopt a complete streets 
policy” (Hawaii). 
 
3. Phasing: The transformation towards complete streets needs to 
be paced appropriately to ensure that it is done in a timely manner. 
Advancements should be made not only through new construction 
projects, but also during scheduled road maintenance. Amending sec-
tion 10p 2b of the Michigan Complete Streets Act to include mainte-
nance along with planning, designing, and construction would put an 
emphasis on the importance of planning during the maintenance stage 
and achieve the maximum score.
 
4. Exceptions: The NCSC understands that not every road project 
needs to include complete streets and that is why they have included 
specified allowable exceptions. Michigan allows for each of these 
exemptions but does not have the enforcement mechanism in place to 
receive full marks. Connecticut and Rhode Island leave the decision 
making up to the Director of the Department of Transportation. This 
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stronger ties to her Native traditions than most relocated Indians, she 
stated that “there was always and forever a persistent longing to go 
home” (Mankiller 73). Emboldened by the strong leaders of the Red 
Power Movement, Mankiller no longer felt any obligation to remain 
unhappily married in San Francisco; in 1974 she divorced from Hugo. 
Three years later she and her daughters returned to her small home-
town in rural Oklahoma, and it was there that Mankiller entered into 
tribal politics (Mankiller 212-214).
 While the activism of the Red Power Movement gave 
Mankiller the strength to win her battle for independence and moti-
vated her to return to Oklahoma and enter into tribal politics, it also 
inspired “urban Indians, who managed a life beyond the bottles of 
cheap wine cruelly named Thunderbird, and who were far angrier 
than the student brigades of Alcatraz [to] continue down the protest 
road” (Smith and Warrior 111). Under the radical and sometimes mili-
tant leadership of Red Power activists, such as Russell Means, Indian 
activists pursued lofty ideological goals and generated both positive 
and negative publicity for Native American tribes. Wilma Mankiller 
learned from the movement’s errors and developed a style of leader-
ship emphasizing the use of peaceful methods to achieve smaller, 
more realistic goals.


The Impact of Indian Activism under the Influence of Russell Means 
on the Leadership Style of Chief Mankiller
 Russell Means was considered to be an extremely passion-
ate man who stood by his convictions even if it meant being on the 
losing end of a barroom brawl (Smith and Warrior 133). It was his 
fiery disposition that made Means an ideal leader for the American 
Indian Movement (AIM), a Native activist group comprised of mostly 
radical youths who favored direct action and public protests over 
the older generation’s reliance upon bureaucratic negotiations and 
political lobbying (Smith and Warrior 124-125). However, under the 
leadership of Russell Means, AIM operations were poorly planned 
and many peaceful displays often spiraled into violent unmanage-
able riots. As a result, AIM earned a reputation as being nothing 
more than a band of over-zealous, militant thugs (Smith and Warrior 
168). Means embraced the group’s militant reputation, and in 1973 


he played a principal role in plotting the Indian takeover of Wounded 
Knee, a small village on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota. 
The occupation lasted seventy-two days and resulted in the deaths of 
both protestors and FBI agents (Smith and Warrior 199-200). It was 
Mean’s belief that militant and often shocking actions were the only 
way to draw national attention to the plight of the Indians, and in his 
mind, national attention was a necessary ingredient for the move-
ment’s success. 
 Like Mankiller, Russell Means spent a brief portion of his 
childhood on a reservation before his family relocated to California. 
However, unlike Mankiller, who was introverted, Means’ bold per-
sonality allowed him to easily adapt to an inner city lifestyle filled 
with drugs, alcohol, and violence. When Means’ antics became too 
much for his mother, she sent him to live with relatives on an Indian 
reservation in Nebraska. However, time away from the city did not 
produce the same effect on Russell Means as Mankiller’s visits to her 
grandmother’s ranch, and he returned to the city where he sold heroin 
and marijuana to his high school class mates (Smith and Warrior 133). 
 It may be hard to imagine how a massive caravan of young 
Native Americans could be so easily persuaded to follow the lead of 
a former junkie and engage in daring and often violent political acts. 
However, those who knew Russell Means often commented on his 
irresistible charm and motivational speaking style. After years of feel-
ing ashamed of their heritage, Means was said to make many Indian 
youths feel a renewed sense of pride and self-worth. Prominent schol-
ars such as Vine Deloria Jr. believe that because of his ability to unite 
and uplift the spirits of so many Native American people, Russell 
Means is remembered as a great Indian leader rather than a disorga-
nized rebel (Smith and Warrior 273).
 Mean’s charm did not have a blinding effect upon Wilma 
Mankiller. The occupation at Wounded Knee made her aware of the 
shortcomings of militant action and national publicity; therefore, 
Mankiller advocated a return to pacifist grassroots activism (Mankill-
er 205). However in contrast to the traditional generation that frus-
trated Means and the members of AIM, Mankiller did not sit idly by 
and wait for the federal government to grant her wishes. During her 
years spent working at the Bay Area Indian Center, Mankiller became 
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Music is a powerful and influential factor in our lives. Throughout 
our lives, our most memorable moments are often marked by a 


particular song. For instance, most of us can probably remember the 
song that was playing when we had our first kiss; momentous occa-
sions—such as graduations and weddings—have their own marches; 
moreover, we choose a song for our first dance with our spouse at 
our wedding reception; and many people even request that a certain 
song be played in memory of them at their funeral. To be sure, music 
possesses an emotive quality that engrains it in our lives and connects 
us to key points throughout. This emotional connection is perhaps a 
product of evolution itself. 
 If you were able to travel back in time forty-five thousand 
years, you might find one of our earliest ancestors playing a musical 
instrument very similar to the modern flute. In fact, this ancient flute 
even possessed the same seven note diatonic scale that musicians use 
today (Byrne 302). It is conceivable that our ability to play music is 
as old as our ability to communicate through speech, or that it even 
predates it. It is also conceivable that music was our earliest com-
munication tool and that through vocal harmonizing alongside early 
rudimentary instruments, sounds eventually formed into crude words 
that became a communicative language. From here, perhaps, language 
became the way we communicate cerebrally and music became the 
way we communicate emotionally.     
 Music’s emotiveness has evolved over the years so that it has 
come to reach beyond individual experience. To be sure, music is 
immersed in modern pop culture, but it is also a part of the political 
landscape. For instance, politicians often use music to relate to their 
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NATO and that it will withdraw from the integrated military structure 
with the consequence that Allied forces and military headquarters 
must leave the country…” by the first of April, 1967 (NATO, 2012).  
France, ultimately however, did not carry through on its threat; but 
it is clear that, as a result of this early conflict, Anglo-Franc relations 
within NATO have always, and continue to be, strained. 
 Despite the claims made by the Republic of France, the 
United Kingdom, comparable to its European neighbor, encountered 
numerous issues in regards to discontent with the United States. 
Unlike France, however, these differences were, for the most part, 
ideological and not technocratic; and the disparities in ideology did 
not lead to an escalation comparable to the Franco-American one 
mentioned prior. One major ideological difference between the two 
Anglo-Saxon nations surrounded the question of weaponry; in par-
ticular, nuclear weapon implementation in warfare. On the issue of 
atomic weapons, the British have consistently favored non-prolifera-
tion, caution, and even the complete elimination of nuclear weapons 
(Foreign and Common Wealth Office of Great Britain, 2012). Today 
United States shares Great Britain’s view in this regard; however, this 
was not always the case. According to Kaplan, during the preluding 
months of the Korean War, British Prime Minister Clement Attlee 
was greatly concerned that American President Harry Truman would 
employ atomic weapons against Korea. Prime Minister Attlee’s ap-
prehension towards the U.S. stance on nuclear-weapon usage was 
made even more evident when he felt compelled to take an emergency 
flight to Washington, D.C. to address the issue, speaking directly with 
President Truman himself (Kaplan, 27). 
 On top of the use of nuclear weaponry, British and American 
policy-makers have consistently disagreed on numerous issues in 
regards to ideological and technocratic alterations in NATOs military 
philosophy (Krauss, 36-37). Michael Lucas, in his book The Western 
Alliance after the INF, states that “NATO’s official spending prescrip-
tion had become a polite fiction.” A fiction, inferred Lucas, which was 
promoted heavily by the United States, but subconsciously rejected 
by the British. Continuing, Lucas makes clear that, despite American 
wishes, by 1985, Great Britain had begun to drastically reduce its 
military budget and operations in Europe (Lucas, 55-57). 


The North Atlantic Treaty Organization and its Cumulative Ideology


 By the late 1980s, signs of impending Soviet failure were 
clear, and by the early 1990s the Cold War ended, made symbolically 
evident by the fall of the Soviet Union, and the collapse of the War-
saw Pact. Following these world-events, many predicted, as scholar 
Helene Sjursen points out in her article entitled “On the Identity of 
NATO,” that the North Atlantic Treaty would lose purpose, and subse-
quently fade into the annals of history (Sjursen, 687). To the surprise 
of many academics NATO not only refused to decline, but grew in 
size and strength. According to Andrew Kydd in his article “Trust 
Building, Trust Breaking: The Dilemma of NATO Enlargement,” 
many academics, including esteemed historian John Lewis Gaddis, 
first predicted that NATO would collapse upon itself following the 
close of the Cold War. Gaddis expressed first skepticism, and, then 
criticism of any NATO expansion—in membership or strength—in 
a post-Cold War world (Kydd, 802). Despite this, through much of 
the 1990s, former Soviet Republics in Eastern Europe, states in the 
Americas, as well as myriad nations within the Atlantic corridor 
gained acceptance into NATO (Kennedy, 1062-1063). 
 With the vacancy of the Soviet threat, as well as NATO’s 
rapid growth in membership, academics point out that NATO’s inter-
national ideology and policies were bound to a path-change. Kydd 
and Sjursen both reference the dramatic modification that NATO, as 
a result of the dynamic-conversion of the 1990s, was forced to take 
(Kydd, 804; Sjursen, 690). One of the most essential shifts occurred 
in regards to the military-operative philosophy of the members of the 
North Atlantic Treaty. This joint philosophy, per the Marshall Plan, 
was known as containment: a military rationale based upon the argu-
ment that as one state fell to communism, neighboring states were 
likely to follow suit. Consequently, containment, as its name infers, 
aimed to create barriers against communism in regions susceptible 
to collapse, and to halt the acquisition of any territory wished to be 
gained by Communists around the world (Kennedy, 959-960, 992; 
Saideman, 67-84). For obvious reasons, the end of the Cold War and 
an elimination of the “communist threat” were accompanied by the 
expiration of containment policy.
 Another example of an operative change in NATO at the dawn 
of the modern era, was in regards to Eastern Europe. Once more, per 
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made concerted efforts to directly provide music or facilitate ease of 
access to it as the nature of the battlefield has changed over the past 
two centuries. The changing battlefield has shifted the onus of pro-
viding music on the battlefield from the State, which used to provide 
military bands that accompanied troops on the battlefield, to the 
individual soldiers, who now bring various electronic devices to the 
battlefield with them that supply them with their music of choice. The 
changing battlefield has also changed the way the State utilizes music 
to motivate soldiers. No longer able to motivate them directly on the 
battlefield through imbedded military bands, the State has turned to 
using music in recruitment advertisements designed to get the soldier 
to the battlefield.
 Modern movies and novels often portray war in a romantic 
light and present the soldiers that serve in them as being heroic. Edel-
man tells us that “art creates realities and worlds. People perceive and 
conceive in the light of narratives, pictures, and images” (7). As sol-
diers prepare for battle, they do so with the romantic notion in mind 
that they will join the ranks of the heroes that they have read about or 
seen on the big screen, and music helps them achieve a state of mind 
and body that helps them enact the narrative society expects of them. 
Edelman also tells us that “illusion is easily generated and accepted 
when . . . no contradictory evidence challenges [it]” (16). The insu-
lar nature of the military makes it so that once a citizen becomes a 
soldier, there becomes little to no contradictory evidence to challenge 
the romantic and heroic narrative they are striving to fulfill. Soldiers 
become faced with the reality that in order to fulfill the narrative cre-
ated for them, there may come a time when they must kill or be killed, 
so soldiers use music to generate a false consciousness, which creates 
a temporary reality that allows them to march in time with the Grim 
Reaper. 
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more recent and popular zombie movies in America, Zombieland, co-
incidentally works incredibly well to demonstrate some of the nation’s 
current problems. Zombieland represents the dysfunctional political 
landscape of America, with the main characters exemplifying different 
political trends and confirming that the term “zombieland” could be a 
metaphor for our political future. 
 Apocalyptic themes of different sorts have found their way 
to the political arena more and more in the lead-up to the Presidential 
Election of 2012. Republican Governor Rick Perry of Texas released 
a campaign ad early in 2012 (when he was attempting to capture the 
Republican nomination for president) which played heavily on Ameri-
can’s infatuation with the apocalypse. During the ad, it was implied by 
dark music and images of abandoned buildings that America was in 
severe decline due to President Obama’s actions in his first four years. 
All the ad needed was strategically placed guns or zombies and it could 
have been the first trailer for an action packed end-of-the-world movie. 
This type of ad is very effective since it draws the attention of the aver-
age citizen and can remain in their minds for long periods of time. On 
the other hand, it lacks any information relatable to the candidates and 
helps to fuel a significant problem with modern elections: people vote 
based on candidate image instead of making educated and informed 
decisions. This type of popularity-based advertising has become in-
creasingly used to try and make politics appealing for the middle class. 
If politics are a film, and the politicians are the actors, then average 
Americans are just the spectators. And, as spectators, we want a show. 
Within hours of Governor Mitt Romney announcing Congressman Paul 
Ryan of Wisconsin as his running mate, the nation’s top Google search 
was “Paul Ryan shirtless” instead of “Paul Ryan policies” (Huffington 
Post). Zombie films surprisingly differ very little from political ads 
(like the one Rick Perry put out) since both effectively play to the gen-
eral public’s cinematic imaginations. 
 The constantly looming “threat” of zombie invasion has been a 
much studied focal point for scholars, who have uncovered the political 
symbolism in this pop culture for the last seventy years. Starting in the 
early 1930s with the movie White Zombie, zombies burst onto the scene 
as creations of Haitian Vodou [voodoo] witch doctors who were able to 
revive the dead to do the bidding of their masters. Right from the get-go 
zombies dug their way deep into America’s dark past when they were 


seen as slaves created for the sole purpose of serving others; however, 
Haitian Vodou was only the beginning for the epidemic that zombies 
have become. Filmmakers have variously located the origins of zom-
bies in genetic experiments gone wrong, biological weapons of terror, 
and raging disease; their causes increase as sophistication in technology 
advances. Many scholars, such as Sean Moreland and Kim Paffenroth, 
argue that zombies differ from other fictional supernatural beings in 
that they are an incredible blank canvas. They can take on the beliefs 
of the viewer as they are mindless beings whose actions are completely 
up to chance. One common belief held by many media analysts, such 
as Moreland, is that over time zombie films have evolved in complexity 
to match their audiences. On the other hand, the zombie genre remains 
very consistent throughout time because while the type of zombie in the 
films has evolved to be more brutish, the plots have remained nearly 
identical.
 In the eyes of some academics the zombie film genre is still tied 
to its Haitian roots and draws incredible parallels to slavery. The first 
zombies seen in movies and novels were much different from the flesh-
eating hordes we know and love today; in fact, they were creations of 
voodoo magic. The earliest zombies were located in Haiti or other Ca-
ribbean nations where a  “…‘master’ used a local herb or voodoo magic 
to create ‘slaves’ for a particular purpose” (Vials, 43), an unpleasant 
reminder of the fact that Haiti’s wealthiest citizens sought to “build an 
economy based around large-scale plantation agriculture” (Ahmad, 44). 
Even if the voodoo zombies are not a specific targeted race, they still 
fit the general definition of a slave labor force: a group of people doing 
forced labor against their will (being forced by magic). 
 Despite the “slave zombie from Haiti” era passing, the zombie 
has not been able to outrun its racial origins. In the immensely popu-
lar (selling 600,000 copies) pseudo-political zombie novel World War 
Z (2006) by Max Brooks, racial implications brought about a heated 
discussion. Brooks used the town of Cape Town, South Africa for the 
location of the first publicly reported zombie outbreak, which he coined 
“African Rabies.” The global population of World War Z quickly adopt-
ed this term to describe the disease, causing some criticism of Brooks 
for using a racially fueled term. In the essay “Gray is the New Black” 
by Aalya Ahmed, the author interprets the term “African Rabies” as 
a direct reference to the “racism-tinged panics that accompanied the 
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New International Trade Crossing 
Michigan is approaching a crucial point in time with regards to inter-
national trade. The Ambassador Bridge, Michigan’s main internation-
al crossing, is approaching capacity, as well as the end of its life span. 
For Michigan to continue to be a key player in U.S./Canada trade, a 
new crossing needs to be built. 
 
The New International Trade Crossing (NITC) is the proposed answer 
to this problem. The NITC enjoys a critical improvement in loca-
tion over the existing Ambassador Bridge, allowing for a highway-
to-highway connection between I-75 and the 401 Expressway. The 
distance between the NITC and the Ambassador Bridge will also 
provide a layer of security in case of disaster, making it unlikely that 
both bridges would be incapacitated simultaneously. Trade between 
the U.S. and Canada is projected to rise in the future; the NITC will 
capture a large portion of this increased trade, allowing for Michigan 
to benefit economically from the increased traffic flow. 
 
Despite all opposition to the construction of the NITC, its opponents 
have provided contradictory evidence to support their claims, and 
plan to build a second crossing themselves. This would take years 
of planning and negotiating with the Canadian federal government, 
whereas the NITC has already cleared all procedures and is ready to 
begin. 
 
The NITC will provide a critical boost to the Michigan economy, 
capturing millions of dollars in trade, and it will do so without putting 
the cost of implementation on the Michigan taxpayers. The Canadian 
government, along with federal matching funds, will cover all expens-
es associated with the construction of the new crossing. The NITC 
benefits from a significant amount of political and business support. 


Problem 3 
Lack of efficient transportation from out-of-state metropolitan regions 
to major Michigan tourist destinations. 


Proposed Solutions: 
1. Expanded airline service from major out-of-state metropolitan 
regions to Michigan’s regional airports. 
2. The development of a limited-access toll road from Michigan’s 
regional airports to major tourist destinations. 


Introduction 
Over the past thirty years, the tourism industry in Michigan has 
continued to become a larger, fundamental piece of the Michigan 
economy. Most recently, the “Pure Michigan” advertising campaign 
has been publicized in places like Times Square (Schneider, 2009). 
According to a study provided by Longwood Consulting, 681 thou-
sand non-residents visited Michigan during the 2009 year and spent 
an estimated total of $250 million, generating an estimated $15 mil-
lion in tax revenue. In 2010, this number increased to 838 thousand 
visitors and they spent $372 million (Siegel, 2011).   


If the State of Michigan strategically placed Pure Michigan advertise-
ments in major out-of-state metropolitan regions, developed agree-
ments with regional airports and major airlines to expand non-stop 
flights, and constructed a four-lane limited access parkway to Pure 
Michigan destinations, the Pure Michigan campaign would increase 
non-resident weekend visitors and thereby generate more revenue in 
the tourist industry for the State. This would be accomplished while 
allowing travelers that come to visit to reach their travel destinations 
within six hours of leaving their homes.  
 
Limited Access Toll Road 
Because of the access and efficiencies that would be created by offer-
ing an effective port of entry and more efficient modes of transporta-
tion to travel destinations, the non-residents who make the trip to Pure 
Michigan will also positively impact the agricultural industries (win-
eries, cider mills, cherry farms), along with the many Pure Michigan 
tourist industries of northern Michigan. This new market of tourists 
would undoubtedly increase the amount of tax revenue generated.  
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This new tax revenue would be generated without additional strain 
on the State General Fund, as all policy proposals for Problem 3 are 
revenue neutral and only require the bonding authority of the State to 
construct the limited access toll road that will be operated and main-
tained by a private-public partnership. In fact, we predict that the new 
tax revenue collected from non-resident tourists will offset the current 
costs of the Pure Michigan campaign in the new out-of-state metro-
politan regions. 
 
Through the collaboration with the major airlines that service Michi-
gan regional airports, and forming a P3 to construct a limited access 
toll road and tailoring the placement of Pure Michigan advertisements 
in major metropolitan regions, we will create an opportunity for the 
State of Michigan to increase our economic viability in tourism. 
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America being a tad bit slower than the people making television enter-
tainment. The familiar metaphor of referring to someone entranced with 
a television set as a “zombie” sets up the expectation that the film will 
explore the realm of undead citizens.
 I argue that the term “zombieland” is a metaphor for the lack of 
political interest in America. The film contrasts the numerous, mind-
less zombies with the politically-engaged (eventually) main charac-
ters. Zombies are mindless creatures that wander aimlessly around the 
streets and fulfill carnal human desires like eating whatever they can 
get their hands on. In contrast, the main characters are incredibly proac-
tive, goal-oriented, and conscious of avoiding dangerous mistakes. The 
group of survivors is representative of the shrinking population that 
remains civically involved in politics and cultural events while soci-
ety descends into ignorance around them. Imagine the zombies in the 
movie as regular humans avoiding all matters that pertain to the com-
munity and focusing only on things that keep themselves alive, which 
may unfortunately be the future that this country is headed towards. 
 There are several ways that one can gauge civic engage-
ment and knowledge across the nation, revealing several disconcert-
ing trends. The easiest way to see active participation in politics is to 
monitor the number of people voting on Election Day. Moving past 
national engagement to national political knowledge you can see that 
by standardized testing and random polling that the average American’s 
political knowledge is in severe decline. The lack of people’s lust for 
knowledge is becoming evident in modern political advertising, where 
the content has become less complex, thus requiring less attention from 
citizens. Finally, we can see that the disinterest and lack of engagement 
of the American people has rattled the nation down to its individual 
communities and trust between neighbors.
 The last fifty years have seen an incredible drop off in vot-
ing participation on a national scale as the voting booths have become 
increasingly empty during election time. Being able to vote has been 
a right that Americans have literally fought for and has always been 
considered a core component of democratic systems. However, in 
presidential elections voter participation has gone from 63.1percent 
(of registered voters) in 1960 all the way down to 56.8 percent in 2010 
and continues to drop; turnout in the 2010 midterm elections (which is 
always lower) dropped to 37.8 percent. These statistics are much more 


significant than a six percentage point drop may indicate since dur-
ing that time the population of America has significantly grown while 
participation numbers have shrunk. 
 One major problem with decreasing voter participation is that 
the group of citizens who notched the highest turnout rate in the 2008 
Presidential Election represents an incredibly small percentage of the 
population (roughly 25 percent according to the 2010 Census). Accord-
ing to statistics gathered by the Educational Testing Service Center for 
Human Capital and Education (ETS), the most involved people in the 
McCain-Obama election were 55-74 year olds, those with advanced 
degrees, or those earning more than $100,000. Only 48 percent of 
registered voters ages 18-24 went out to the voting booth in 2008, an 
alarming statistic since this section of the population will be the core 
of America’s working class in a few short years. Slightly ahead of his 
time, President Franklin Roosevelt said, “nobody will ever deprive the 
American people of the right to vote except the American people them-
selves—and the only way they could do this is by not voting” (1934). 
 The nation’s current collective historical political knowledge 
is also in danger of being forgotten by today’s current population. A 
survey conducted by the Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs in 2009 
proved that only one in four high school students could successfully 
name the first president of America. More statistics gathered by the 
Educational Testing Service Center for Human Capitol and Educa-
tion (ETS) show that only 27 percent of fourth graders can identify the 
purpose of the American Constitution and only 22 percent of eighth 
graders could name a single function of the Supreme Court. American 
late night personality Jay Leno often does a segment on his show (The 
Tonight Show with Jay Leno) called Jaywalking, where he travels the 
streets of Los Angeles filming people’s answers to rudimentary ques-
tions. The questions are regarded as being at a fourth grade level; 
however, when asked simple questions about American politics, aver-
age citizens fail to come even remotely close to the correct answer. 
After people failed to correctly answer “Who was the first President of 
the United States?” or “What was the Gettysburg Address?,” retired Su-
preme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor believed that the show was 
scripted. After learning that the participants were genuine, she could 
only manage to say “this is so very sad.”
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As a Great Lakes state, Michigan has always made water manage-
ment and policy a priority. However, a newfound importance has 


been placed on water policy in the 21st century. With reports suggest-
ing a looming water shortage within the next two decades, states like 
Michigan have had to take a closer look at their resources (Broad, 
2005). Between 2006 and 2009, Michigan passed a host of bills to re-
define water law in the state and prepare itself for the future. Although 
many believe that the new laws do not go far enough, the state is far 
more prepared than others, such as Texas, which define groundwater 
as the property of the landowner and have no comprehensive legisla-
tion to govern its use.
 Water rights in the Eastern United States have typically been 
governed by the Doctrine of Riparian Rights (which states that the 
owner of land abutting a water source has rights to the water, so long 
as his use doesn’t interfere with other landowners’) or the Rule of 
Capture (which states that the first person to “capture” the resource 
has absolute rights to it) (Kaplowitz, 2007, p. 3). These laws func-
tioned well enough during the United States’ early history, but as 
large corporations have begun extracting groundwater for bottling and 
water shortages loom in many parts of the world, jurisdictions have 
had to rethink their water laws.


History in Michigan
 Prior to 2006, Michigan’s water was governed by the 1976 
Michigan Safe Drinking Water Act (Wyant, 2011) and parts of the 
1994 Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, which 
were aimed at regulating drinking water pollution, the Great Lakes, 
and aquifers. There were significant gaps in the legislation, how-
ever, including the export of fresh water to other states in the form of 
bottled water. Faced with increased extraction and outcry from citi-
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just as normal people. The clown is still just a clown to Columbus, and 
all of the celebrities still attend trivial events such as the Hollywood 
ball. 
	 By	the	film’s	end,	the	meaning	of	the	opening	image	of	Wash-
ington,	D.C.	burning	to	the	ground	becomes	clearer.	Our	first	glimpse	
of	zombie	America	is	the	destruction	of	the	nation’s	capital	because	in	
the	instance	of	complete	breakdown	of	civic	engagement,	the	govern-
ment	center	would	be	rendered	nothing	more	than	a	metaphoric	burning	
sea	of	buildings.	During	this	opening	scene	Columbus’s	voiceover	says,	
“I	wish	I	could	tell	you	that	this	was	still	America,	but	I’ve	come	to	
realize	that	you	can’t	have	a	country	without	people.”	In	a	country	that	
emphasizes social media and electronic communication, face-to-face 
contact	with	other	people	is	becoming	a	rare	commodity.	Zombieland 
makes	the	argument	that	the	country	is	headed	down	a	path	of	chaos	
and that people need to be active and aware of politics and the culture 
around	them	to	avoid	becoming	an	aimless	“zombie”	population.	
	 The	problem	of	political	disinterest	and	civic	disengagement	
has	been	infecting	America	for	years;	however,	it	still	can	be	fixed	rela-
tively	easily.	Over	the	past	thirty	years,	voting	participation	and	civic	
involvement	have	dropped	double-digit	percentages	and	participation	
in community-based events has declined as well. The less people are 
attached	to	the	very	ties	that	define	America	as	a	democracy,	the	worse	
off	the	nation	as	a	whole	is	going	to	be.	America	was	built	on	the	par-
ticipation	of	its	citizens	in	a	way	that	allows	every	person’s	voice	to	be	
heard. However, as of late out attention has been held by media adver-
tisements	and	pop	culture	that	has	been	increasingly	focused	on	goods	
and	services	on	improving	one’s	standing	with	little	regard	to	their	
community.	Similar	to	a	zombie	wandering	the	street,	chasing	down	
any	food	it	can	get	its	hands	on,	people	in	modern	America	have	been	
doing	the	same.	Now	more	than	ever,	people	have	started	becoming	de-
tached	from	any	semblance	of	a	functional	community,	and	the	genera-
tion	of	stand-alone	citizens	is	taking	over.	With	television	viewership	
skyrocketing	and	the	number	of	people	leaving	the	house	plummeting,	
the	zombification	of	America	is	well	underway.	
	 Despite	the	fact	that	there	is	so	much	“doom	and	gloom”	
surrounding	local,	state,	and	federal	politics	in	America,	there	is	still	
a	light	at	the	end	of	the	tunnel.	America	is	built	in	a	way	that	could	
always	allow	for	a	spike	of	civic	engagement	at	any	time.	At	the	state	


level	citizens	can	submit	proposals	as	a	new	piece	of	legislation	to	be	
voted	on	or	garner	enough	signatures	to	submit	a	referendum	to	vote	on	
an	existing	law.	With	the	2012	elections,	a	significant	aura	of	patriotism	
flooded	the	nation,	spurred	by	the	debates	and	conventions.	Two	weeks	
before	the	election,	President	Obama	and	Governor	Romney	spent	over	
500	million	dollars	combined	on	advertising,	allowing	for	the	average	
citizen	to	see	their	fair	share	of	political	advertisements	soliciting	their	
support	in	November.	Headlined	by	one	of	the	youngest	presidents	in	
American	history	and	a	promising,	under-fifty	vice	presidential	candi-
date,	the	2012	election	could	be	the	youthful	jolt	that	America	needs	
to	energize	political	participation.	Unlike	the	zombies	chasing	Colum-
bus,	Tallahassee,	Wichita,	and	Little	Rock,	the	“virus”	that	infected	
American citizens is completely curable. The doctor cannot prescribe 
any	easy	cure,	but	with	effort	from	enough	people,	overall	political	
engagement	can	return	to	the	glory	days	of	the	roaring	1950s.	Just	think	
of	how	frightening	it	would	be	to	walk	up	to	a	voting	booth	at	the	next	
election and see no one around. Seems a bit like Zombieland, does it 
not? 
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With the centennial of the Russian Revolution rapidly approaching, 
scholars of European history will undoubtedly devote much of 


their time and effort in attempting to understand this pivotal event that 
changed the course of European history through the twentieth century 
and beyond. Lenin, in particular, would likely be a subject of scrutiny, 
due to his lead role in the revolution that swept across Russia, as well 
as his prolific writings on the subjects of communism and revolu-
tion. The Soviets at Work, published shortly after the outbreak of the 
Revolution in 1917, is one of these writings. This 45-page manifesto, 
published by the Rand School of Social Science in at least five editions 
in the few years following the revolution, was written chiefly about the 
problems that the new soviet system faced, and how to overcome them. 
Lenin’s first and foremost concern in this piece, evidenced by the nu-
merous references he makes throughout, is the management of labor in 
all of its forms throughout Russia and what steps the Bolsheviks needed 
to take to effectively manage Russian labor capital. Lenin’s The Soviets 
at Work is vital for historians of Russian and European history, due to 
its behind-the-scenes, in-depth look at Bolshevik bureaucratic manage-
ment following the upheaval of the revolution.
 The Russian Revolution is nearly impossible to understand 
without knowing the struggle hidden in its background. After all, the 
Bolshevik Revolution in 1917 was hardly the first period of social 
unrest in Russian history. By the 1900s, Russians had experienced more 
than their share of wars, famines, and conquests; and the twentieth cen-
tury did not promise to be any easier. The first major challenge came in 
the form of a disastrous war with Japan in 1905 that led to an embar-
rassing defeat and a need for Russia to reassert its power on the world 
stage. In the midst of this defeat, a large group of workers marched to 
the Czar’s palace in order to petition him for aid and protection, as the 
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 In the aftermath of Hurricane Irene in 2011, Representative 
Hayworth made another misstep in representing her constituents. 
The hurricane caused massive amounts of damage to New York and 
even her district; so much damage in fact that FEMA announced 
to Congress that it did not have enough resources to alleviate the 
situation. When they requested more assistance, the Republican Party 
and Nan Hayworth said they would not distribute any more funds 
unless concessions were made elsewhere (Seitz-Wald). This resulted 
in a delay of funds that would have directly benefited Hayworth’s 
district. Representative Hayworth has done an exceptional job in not 
following through on most of her campaign promises. Her opponent 
this fall will surely capitalize on Ms. Hayworth’s ability to flip flop 
and disappoint her voters.  
 This November Nan Hayworth is running against Sean Patrick 
Maloney. Maloney beat four other Democrats in the primary and will 
face a sitting incumbent with a large war chest of funding (Weathers).  
The Democratic Party backed Maloney with high hopes of dislodging 
the 18th District from Republican grasp. The electoral race is a 
battleground in which both parties have invested large amounts of 
funds.  
 Maloney is a former senior West Wing advisor to the 
Clinton administration and served as Deputy Secretary to New York 
Governors Eliot Spitzer and David Paterson. He has vast political 
knowledge and the political support of the Democratic Party and 
many influential individuals, including President Bill Clinton. The 
former President had this to say about Maloney: “Sean worked 
closely with me in the White House to create jobs, grow our economy 
and balance the budget. It’s time to bring a common sense approach 
back to Congress, and Sean Patrick Maloney is the right Democrat 
to help restore the economy and get people back to work in the 
Hudson Valley” (Katz). Maloney is a strong proponent for restoring 
the economy, supporting new jobs through job growth, protecting 
Medicare, as well as opposing tax cuts for the rich. While Maloney 
seems like a fantastic candidate for the 18th District, he has the flaws 
of being associated with political scandals of the Clinton and Spitzer 
administrations. Maloney is also openly homosexual but prides himself 
on the fact, and he lives with his partner and their three children. 


 The upcoming election will be a close one in the 18th 
district. The district’s people are not afraid to vote for change, and 
it is considered a swing district. Maloney is running on the platform 
of change and supports basically everything Hayworth opposed for 
the last two years. He also enjoys large amounts of support from 
popular Democrats and special interest groups. Nan Hayworth’s 
campaign attempts to paint her as a moderate who supports middle 
class workers and small businesses, but she must overcome the failed 
support of her district, which alienated her from her constituents.  
 The candidates discussed have challenging races ahead of 
them and this election will prove to be a difficult one. Many factors 
influence elections, but how well these candidates appeal to their 
constituents will have the greatest effect on whether or not they are 
elected. By looking at past elections in the 18th District where strong 
incumbents have made political mistakes and lost by considerable 
margins, I predict that Representative Hayworth will not be able to 
overcome the political missteps she made during her first term and 
will not be re-elected as Representative for the 18th District of New 
York. 
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proletariat. In writing The Soviets at Work, he even stated that “no other 
alternative is possible for a country which is passing through an unusu-
ally swift development with unusually difficult transitions and which 
suffers from desperate disorganization created by the most horrible 
war.”18 
 According to Lenin this dictatorship of the proletariat must be 
established through revolution, which must occur in three stages. The 
first, the united solidarity of the peasants and workers to overthrow 
the bourgeoisie, had already been completed. The second, the politi-
cal awakening of the masses and the creation of soviets en masse, had 
also already been accomplished. The third and final step of revolution, 
which Lenin had explored in great depth in his writings, was labor dis-
cipline.19 
 Once the dictatorship of the proletariat was established, its 
character would be unique among all nations of the world. First, the 
electorate would be comprised solely of the workers, and any and all 
bourgeoisie would not be allowed to participate. Secondly, the bureau-
cracy of elections would be eliminated, giving the masses full control 
over when and where to have elections. And thirdly, the creation of an 
“industrial proletariat” would be able to directly influence the masses, 
stir them up politically, and train them in an attempt to create an entire 
nation that can learn how to be effective managers.20 
 Lenin sums up his writing by stating that Russia in its pres-
ent state was in a very unique and dangerous situation while it waited 
for the rest of the capitalist nations to fall to socialist revolutions. The 
work of creating this new proletarian-led system of governance, which 
Lenin likened to clearing the rubble of destroyed bourgeoisie traditions, 
was extremely difficult and actually made harder by the criticisms of 
so-called “super revolutionists.” These are the socialists who were com-
pletely loyal to the cause of the revolution, so much so, that they dis-
dained and criticized the conduct of the Bolsheviks thus far; forgetting, 
as Lenin writes, the “particular and ‘Particularly unpleasant’ state that 
must inevitably be passed by a backward country which has been shat-
tered by a reactionary and ill-fated war and which started the Socialist 
revolution long before more advanced countries.”21 
 18. Ibid, 30.
 19. Lenin, The soviets at work, 38.
 20. Ibid, 39.
 21. Ibid, 43.


 Written shortly after the outbreak of the November Revolu 
tion by the leading figure of the uprising, it is no surprise that Lenin’s 
The Soviets at Work clearly and absolutely supports the Bolsheviks and 
is biased against all other viewpoints opposed to them. Nevertheless, 
Lenin’s opinions on various subjects in his writings are a mixture of 
intellectual and pragmatic, as well as conjecture and unfounded opin-
ion. Lenin is not entirely at fault for this, however, due to the fact that 
many of the actions being taken and policies implemented during the 
Revolution had never been attempted before. This necessitated the use 
of unfounded conjecture, which cannot be moved past until it is proven 
that the policies being put in place are effective.
 That is not to say that all of Lenin’s stances in The Soviets at 
Work are pure opinion. On the contrary, Lenin devotes a rather large 
amount of space in his writings to the issue of productivity and man-
agement throughout Russia, and how it becomes necessary to raise 
the industrial output of the nation in order to survive and thrive. This 
attitude is much less opinion on Lenin’s part than it is basic econom-
ics and sound judgment, and the amount of attention given to this one 
particular problem is likely because of the importance Lenin attributes 
in overcoming it. This insistence and repetitiveness may also help 
convince not only those opposed to his policies of the rightness of his 
cause, but any reader who considers his work.
 The beliefs espoused in The Soviets at Work are hardly univer-
sal, but Lenin barely explores the alternative viewpoints of the Men-
sheviks or supporters of the Kerensky government in his writings, only 
describing them as political and military opponents who “continue their 
attempts to unite for the overthrow of Soviet power.”22  Nor does he 
devote time to his most favored of enemies – the capitalist. Although 
Lenin does concede that capitalist nations have a much higher level of 
industrial output than Russia, and agrees that they need to reach capital-
ist-level production, he writes extensively that this is not an admission 
of the superiority of capitalism, merely a means to the final destruction 
of capitalism. 
 Considering the lack of dissenting opinions in Lenin’s writings, 
it would be prudent for any scholar of the Russian Revolution or Rus-
sian history to take note of other authors writing at this time, as Lenin 
was hardly the only revolutionary putting pen to paper in the early 


 22. Lenin, The soviets at work, 6-7.
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twentieth century. The writings of Lenin’s political opponents would 
be required in order to establish a well-rounded, objective assessment 
of the situation immediately before, during, and after the Revolution 
of 1917. These would include not only Mensheviks and Social Revo-
lutionaries like Julius Martov or Alexander Kerensky, but also other 
Bolsheviks such as Leon Trotsky and Grigory Zinoviev.
 Lenin’s work is radically different from other revolutionary ac-
counts as it completely throws out the romantic ideas of uprising such 
as storming palaces and instead replaces it with the day-to-day monoto-
ny of bureaucratic management. In this fashion, The Soviets at Work is 
less a dramatic account of the people taking power than it is a step-by-
step outline of the problems facing management of the Soviet system 
and the policies needed to solve them. Nevertheless, it does strengthen 
the idea of the Revolution as a worker’s revolution, an attitude that may 
have been lost in the subsequent years following Lenin’s death in 1924, 
and the reorganization of the Soviet Union under Joseph Stalin.
 In stark contrast to the New Economic Policy implemented by 
Lenin, Stalin moved for a much more immediate development of the 
economy through forced collectivization of agriculture and centralized 
planning. Stalin’s policies abolished the small-scale free enterprise 
that characterized much of the New Economic Policy, opting instead 
to focus on rapid industrialization of the Russian economy through his 
“Five Year Plans.” Many of these plans involved massive increases 
in Russian heavy industry to compete with nations like Germany, and 
despite the significant toll that they had on the Russian population, their 
success in advancing the industrial production of the Soviet Union is 
hard to dispute. Indeed, one can only wonder how different the fate of 
the Soviet Union would have been had Lenin and his policies survived 
into the 1930s, especially considering the events of the Second World 
War.
 Nevertheless, The Soviets at Work is unique in that it touches 
upon a subject that few secondary sources even consider when discuss-
ing revolution: internal bureaucratic management. History prefers to 
look at events through the lens of the dramatic. Historical accounts are 
filled with wars and battles and blood, but rarely are they concerned 
with the efficient delivery of troop movement orders, or the official 
decrees and appropriate channels for executing a King or a Czar. These 
are the issues that The Soviets at Work considers while secondary 


sources on the Russian Revolution barely delve beneath the surface of 
the tumultuous events in 1917 that changed the course of European and 
World history forever.
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a first-rate community organizer who rallied the local community 
to work together to achieve its objectives. In Oklahoma, under her 
direction, community volunteers constructed a new rural water system 
and over two dozen homes for low income families (Mankiller 234). 
In contrast to Means, who believed the attention of the national news 
media was needed to draw support and resources to the Native Ameri-
can movement, Mankiller proved that Indian communities  could be 
improved without becoming a national spectacle. 
 The goals set by Wilma Mankiller during her time as chief 
also illustrate the differences between her style of leadership and that 
of Russell Means. Means and his followers pursued extremely ideo-
logical goals that demanded significant action on behalf of the federal 
government. In addition, Means was unwilling to compromise, and 
during the Wounded Knee occupation he stated that either the United 
States government agreed to the activists’ demands or else “wipe out 
the old people, women, children, and men” of Wounded Knee “by 
shooting and attacking “ them (Smith and Warrior 203). In contrast, 
Mankiller’s more specific and practical goals, such as improved hous-
ing conditions and literacy rates, could be achieved  by relying upon 
the labor of community volunteers and becoming familiar with the 
process of obtaining federal grant monies (Mankiller 233-235). 
 Lastly, Mankiller’s attitude toward adversity and political 
opponents was less aggressive than that of Russell Means. After a 
close encounter with death, Mankiller adopted “a Cherokee approach 
to life,” which emphasized positive thinking and making the best out 
of any situation (Mankiller 226). Therefore, when faced with sexist 
political criticism, Mankiller refused to engage in political mud-sling-
ing; rather she built her campaign around the positive qualities she 
had to offer the Cherokee nation and her experience with grassroots 
organizations (Mankiller 243). Instead of emphasizing the positive 
aspects of his position, Russell Means frequently engaged in public 
name-calling with his opponents (Smith and Warrior 191). Whereas 
Mankiller had taken pride in building an optimistic and forward-
looking campaign, Means focused upon drawing attention to the harm 
caused by the federal government in the past without providing any 
clear plan for the future. In the end, neither Means’ aggressive tactics 
nor his continued focus on the past produced favorable consequences 


for the American Indian Movement (Smith and Warrior 276).


Conclusion
The success of Wilma Mankiller was the result of her ability to learn 
from the mistakes of Indian leaders who came before her, such as 
Russell Means. While his passion for Indian reform won Means the 
support of many Indians, lack of organization and a propensity for 
violence also earned AIM an unpopular reputation. In contrast, al-
though the radical actions of AIM inspired Wilma Mankiller to leave 
her troubled marriage and return to her homeland, she realized that 
violence and public spectacle were often ineffective; therefore, she 
opted for a more pacifist approached that allowed her to gain the sup-
port of both the Indian community and the national public. 
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it (Storr 41). Moreover, in Music in the Life of the Ancient Greeks, 
Herbert Antcliffe tells us that “the music of voices and instruments, 
must have taken a very considerable position in nearly every depart-
ment of Greek life, artistic, religious, social, and political” (263). This 
suggests that music at least played an ancillary role in Greek warfare, 
but that it could have also played a direct role, as religious and politi-
cal issues are often reasons for conflict and wars throughout history.
 Plato seemed conflicted concerning the role that music should 
play in State affairs. He recognized that music possessed intrinsic 
properties that could motivate and uplift individuals, but he also be-
lieved that music could lead to the degradation of society. It was Pla-
to’s belief that the ideal State should banish music, but if there were to 
be music, only two styles should be accepted: “one for use in battle or 
in times of misfortune, when a man’s resolve might need boosting; the 
other to be used in times of peace, when he is either seeking to per-
suade God or man in moderate fashion” (Storr 42). Plato’s belief that 
music should be used as a motivator in battle, suggests that he and his 
contemporaries understood its ability to do so.
 Another point of interest concerning Plato has been revealed 
by Jay Kennedy, who has discovered a mathematical code inherent 
in Plato’s writing that suggests it possesses a melodic form (2). This 
code shifts Plato’s works from the realm of written prose to that of 
melodic verse. So while Plato believed that the ideal State should be 
void of music and musical influence, his writing apparently was not.   
 All of this evidence suggests that music played a considerable 
role in State affairs dating back to the inception of the State itself, and 
while there is no direct evidence that points to music having played 
a role in influencing soldiers on the battlefield in ancient Greece, 
enough evidence exists to infer that it at least played an ancillary role. 
There does exist, however, ample evidence to support the modern 
State’s use of music on the battlefield. 
 The use of State sanctioned military bands on the modern 
battlefield likely has European roots that can be traced back to ensem-
bles created in the mid to late 1700’s, which influenced the creation of 
the military bands used by the American colonies in the Revolution-
ary War (Kinzer 352-353). These bands generally consisted of drum 
and fife instruments whose music was designed to provide tempo 


for the battalions they were assigned to. However, these bands were 
likely deployed to do more than just provide tempo; they were also 
likely deployed to motivate and energize the battalions they were part 
of. Indeed, Storr tells us that “a military band playing a march orders 
our strides and also reduces fatigue” (33). These bands provided more 
than just tempo and cadence to battalions as they marched across the 
battlefield. The intrinsic physiological and psychological affects the 
music had on the soldiers also prepared them for the possibility of 
having to kill or be killed.
 The tradition of military bands playing marching orders on the 
battlefield carried on throughout the 19th century in conflicts such as 
The War of 1812 and The Civil War; however, the 20th century and 
the advent of mechanized warfare changed not only the way battles 
were fought, but how music was used on the battlefield, as well as 
how States supplied music to the battlefield.
 During WWI (1914-1918), the nature of warfare made it 
so soldiers no longer marched across battlefields in battalions to a 
cadence provided by military bands; rather, they hunkered down in 
trenches, slowly taking territory from their enemy, possibly just a few 
agonizing yards at a time. This transformation made it so that any 
music present on the battlefield was a product of an individual soldier 
possessing an instrument that could serve to entertain himself and his 
mates. Consequently, the State’s approach to supplying music to the 
battlefield changed. With military bands no longer a viable option for 
the battlefield, the State turned to “urgent appeals for phonographs, 
banjos, whistles, mouth-organs and all sorts of musical instruments” 
(“Music in War” 27). Clearly, the State recognized not only the im-
portance of continuing to provide music to soldiers on the battlefield, 
but also that the soldiers themselves now needed to take an active role 
in performing that music. Moreover, it was recognized that lacking 
instruments, a simple song would suffice as a morale booster and mo-
tivator for soldiers, as noted by Major General J. Franklin Bell of the 
U.S. Army, who was quoted saying, “Singing men are fighting men. 
You don’t know how much farther men can march when they sing. 
Any rousing air will do. Go to it. Sing and fight” (“Music in War” 27). 
Whether it was via requisitioning and supplying instruments or the 
by encouraging that soldiers break out in song, the State still wanted 
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Shutting down cities and flooding the streets, zombies have been an 
agent of psychological terror for Americans over the past several 


decades. Constant worry over zombie attacks have been so extreme 
in the past several years that Halo Corp (a California based security 
organization) has put together a training exercise for military person-
nel based completely on a scenario involving vicious killer zombies. 
The Center for Disease Control and Department of Homeland Security 
have joined in on the rapidly growing craze by urging all people to be 
prepared in case of emergency and recognize that there are several real 
life scenarios (e.g., hurricanes, earthquakes, and more) that could strike 
at any given time. While these campaigns are beneficial, there is one 
incredibly dangerous problem that neither Halo Corp nor any other fed-
eral agency could possibly prevent. Zombies do not have to be strictly 
defined as ravenous “undead” beings; in fact, people in a different sense 
of the word may already be filling the streets. Instead of a rapidly grow-
ing, infectious virus, people have slowly been exposed to a different 
type of  “disease.” 
 Over the past fifty years there have been huge drops in the 
number of people showing up at voting booths, participating in com-
munity activities, and trusting their neighbors in general. People have 
slowly been turning themselves into “civic zombies,” avoiding the very 
connections that hold society together. Brad Barker (president of Halo 
Corp) acknowledges that a literal zombie apocalypse would be a federal 
incident, but this figurative invasion could be even more dangerous. 
American citizens’ continued political disengagement is fundamentally 
changing the nation, starting on a federal level and trickling down until 
it reaches people’s basic instincts of trusting one another. American 
citizens’ continual political disinterest and civic disengagement have 
turned a participatory democracy into a country of zombies. One of the 





